Dave Sewell says racist scapegoating is bound up 
with the bosses’ European Union>>Pages 14&15 


Smash Fortress 
Europe 


Creating 
Monsters 


1,000 RICHEST DOUBLE WEALTH 
RECORD FALL FOR THE REST OF US 


RICH 


UNDER FIVE years of Tory austerity, the richest have got even 
richer. 

For the rest of us it’s a different picture. Anew TUC report revealed 
that our living standards have suffered the longest drop since records 
began. 

We used to expect future generations to have better opportuni- 
ties. But under the Tories household income actually dropped 
for the first time in 50 years. 

The Tories and other mainstream parties claim we need 
austerity. 

But there is an alternative. We should make the rich 
pay—then there would be no need for any cuts. 
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NEPAL 


Poor left to bear 
brunt of misery 
after earthquake 


TENS OF thousands of Nepalis 
who survived last week’s 
earthquake but lost their 
homes are in desperate peril. 

The quake affected millions 
and killed thousands. 

Badly built housing in the 
cities and poor transport for 
emergency services in the 
countryside made its impact 
worse for the poorest. 
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controls won’t 
help refugees 


Funding bo 


EUROPEAN leaders pledged 
to beef up border patrols 
around the Mediterranean 
Sea after the deaths of 
1,300 refugees last month. 

But they did not offer 
support or a safe haven 
for refugees. Protesters 
gathered in cities across 
Europe in solidarity with 
migrants. 
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TOWER HAMLETS 


Racist campaign 


forces out mayor 
| Lutfur Rahman 


THE LONG Islamophobic 
witch hunt against Lutfur 
Rahman continued last 
week with his removal as 
mayor of Tower Hamlets 
in east London. 

A judgement that upheld 
allegations of corruption is an 
attack on democracy. 
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the TRUBLEMAKER 


THE THINGS 
THEY SAY 


‘Effectively 
getting rid of 
trade unions’ 


Lib Dem Vince Cable decides 
the Tories don’t like unions 


“Tory campaign 
useless. Cameron’s 
heart not init. Not 
looking good’ 


An anonymous Tory donor 
complains about David 
Cameron's lack of passion 


‘I feel bloody 
lively about it’ 


Cameron expresses some 
passion in response 


‘ld rather you 
supported West 
Ham’ 


Cameron forgets how much he 
loves Aston Villa 


‘Asa child, 
Scotland’s First 
Minister Nicola 
Sturgeon is said 
to have devilishly 
hacked the hair 
from her sister’s 
beloved doll’ 

The Sun gets a bit excited 
‘lm not proud 

of it, but I’ve 
changed. My 
niece’s dolls have 
never come to 
any harm’ 


Nicola Sturgeon responds 
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Hard working billionaires 
double their wealth in crisis 


THE COUNTRY’S wealthi- 
est have more than 
doubled their money in 
the last six years. Britain’s 
super-rich are now more 
than twice as rich as they 
were in 2009. 

The wealthiest 1,000 
people based in Britain 
are collectively “worth” 
£547 billion, up from 
£258 billion in 2009, an 
increase of 112 percent. 

Those placed lowest on 
the 1,000 rankings have 
around £100 million— 
£45 million more than in 
2009 and £15 million more 
than last year. That’s the big- 
gest annual leap in 18 years. 

There are now 117 billion- 
aires based in Britain. Some 
80 of them are in London, 
more than in any other 
European capital. 

The wealthiest of all 
is Warner Music boss 


TRANSPORT FOR London 


GALEN AND George Weston 


Len Blavatnik, worth 
£13.17 billion, up 
£3.17 billion on 2014. 

The wealth of Britain’s 
super-rich has ballooned. 

Galen and George Weston 
and family, who run a retail 
empire that owns Selfridges 
and Primark, enjoyed a par- 
ticularly prosperous year. 


and Buxton Water signed a 
“landmark” sponsorship deal which 
saw a Tube station branded. 

Last Sunday Canada Water station 
became Buxton Water station to 
coincide with the London Marathon. 

Buxton Water held the role of 
the official water provider of the 
Virgin Money London Marathon. 


The missing £9 billion 
housing benefit scam 


PRIVATE LANDLORDS are 
grabbing a staggering 
£9 billion pounds every 
year in housing benefit. 
And the Institute for 
Public Policy Research 
estimates that at least 
£3 billion of that money 
is spent on poor quality 
accommodation annually. 
In some areas 
70 percent of the 
homes don’t meet 
the government’s 
decent homes 
standard. 
The GMB 
union said its 
research showed 
that the top 20 
private landlords 
in Britain 
received between 
half a million 
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Socialist 
Worker 


pounds and £4.6 million 
in housing benefit in the 
2013/14 financial year. 
Alderley Property Ltd 
was paid £4,601,867 as 
housing benefits by 
Stoke-on-Trent and 
Newcastle-under-Lyme 
councils. Mohammed Taj 
was paid £3,219,858 by 
Watford council. 
Investing 
Solutions Ltd was 
paid £2,239,915 
by Merton, 
Brent, Lambeth, 
Hammersmith and 
Fulham, Ealing 
and Wandsworth 
councils. 
Thorney Bay 
Park Ltd was paid 
£1,924,226 by Castle 
Point council. 
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Their fortune soared by 
£3.7 billion to £11 billion. 

The rise in wealth among 
the super-rich is so great that 
the queen has dropped out of 
the top 300 for the first time. 

She topped the first list, 
published in 1989, but this 
year is placed at 302. 

Her income has actually 


BRANDON LEWIS became Tory 
@Orcusing minister in July last 
year. Last September he received 
a £2,000 donation from Patron 
Capital Advisors. The firm’s portfolio 
of undeveloped sites stands at 
12,690 plots with a potential value 
of £4.7 billion. Brandon Lewis is 
against developers being stopped 
from speculative land banking. 


risen by £10 million. Though 
the Sunday Times newspa- 
per, in a fit of loyalty, failed 
to include a large part of the 
queen’s actual wealth. The 
royal collection for instance 
is worth around £10 billion. 

Meanwhile one in five 
people in Britain officially 
live below the poverty line. 

The Equality Trust cal- 
culated that the combined 
wealth of the 1,000 rich- 
est is equal to the value of 
2,041,515 houses at the 
average cost of £268,000. 
Or some 1,116,584 homes in 
London. 

Just last year’s increase in 
wealth could pay 1,889,963 
living wage jobs for a year, or 
1,035,154 average-pay jobs. 

It could pay nine months’ 
worth of bills for all house- 
holds in Britain, or buy 
houses for all the homeless 
people in London. 


Yes to expenses for 
wine but no strikes 


PETER HENDY, who 
describes himself as 
“London’s best-paid bus 
driver”, is commissioner 
for Transport for London. 

A salary of £348,000 
means the wolf is 
far from the door. 

On bus drivers he 
says, “We’ve just had a 
bus strike—it’s wholly 
political, nothing to do 
with pay and conditions. 

“If it was they would 
have got 
a lot more 
than 16 
percent 
turnout. It’s 
all about 
influencing 
the Labour 
mayoral 

Peter Hendy 
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candidates to get them to 
say they'll put it all back 
into public ownership.” 

On the Tube workers 
he says, “We’ve had an 
RMT ballot about some 
bloke at Morden who 
was sacked for failing 
two alcohol tests. Well, 
we’ll take them on.” 

On a £40 bottle 
of Pouilly-Fume on 
expenses he opines, 
“Someone went through 
my personal 
expenses.” 
He added, 
“Apparently 
a £43 bottle 
of wine is 
considered 
very 
expensive.” 
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Cops’ gun will 
shoot off target 
ona sunny day 


AN ASSAULT rifle used by 
counter-terror police does 
not shoot straight when it 
gets hot. 

The Heckler & Koch G36 
is inaccurate by up to 20 
feet at long range when 
temperatures top 30c 
leaked tests reveal. 

The weapon also 
becomes unreliable when 
it is left in direct sunlight, 
exposed to humidity or 
fired repeatedly. 

Britain's police forces 
have a total arsenal of up 
to 3,000. 

Another reason to keep 
the cops off our streets. 


TOFF OF 
THE WEEK 


Gerald Cavendish 
Grosvenor 
Duke of Westminster 


@Owns 300 acres in 


west London, centred on 
Belgravia and Mayfair 


@The company reported 
profits of £507 million in 
2013 on its net assets of 
£3.45 billion 


@The 63 year old Duke’s 
overall wealth rises 

£60 million this year to 
stand at £8.56 billion 
putting him among the 
ten richest in Britain 


Orgreave cop 
inquiry isa 
secret, sshh 


THE Independent Police 
Complaints Commission 
(IPCC) has finally decided 
whether to launch a full 
scale investigation into 
police misconduct during 
the 1984/85 Miners’ 
Strike. 

But they won’t tell us 
what the decision is. 

IPCC officials said 
they would only share 
their verdict with “some 
interested parties” —if 
they would agree to keep 
it confidential. 

This included selected 
members of the Orgreave 
Truth and Justice 
Campaign fighting for a 
Hillsborough-style inquiry. 

Campaigners have 
rightly refused to accede 
to this gagging order. 
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by DAVE SEWELL 


AS LABOUR leader Ed Miliband laid 
out his plans for the housing crisis 
on last Sunday, his close ally Chuka 
Umunna MP was denouncing pro- 
testers against gentrification. 

Over 1,000 joined a Reclaim 
Brixton rally near Umunna’s south 
London Streatham constituency the 
previous day. 

It hit the headlines after hated 
estate agent Foxton’s window was 
smashed. The local Labour Party duly 
condemned this “violence”. 

But under the media radar, the 
local Labour-run Lambeth Council 
has been at war with working class 
people over housing. 

Campaigners rallied outside the 
home of a disabled woman facing 
eviction on Thursday of last week. 
Residents of the Cressingham 
Gardens council estate and charity- 
run Guinness Trust are fighting plans 
for demolition. 


Evict 


Saturday’s demonstration linked 
these attacks on housing to public 
service cuts and Network Rail’s plan 
to evict shopkeepers under the local 
railway arches. 

Protester Ollie Stewart told 
Socialist Worker, “My mum bought 
her fish from those shops for two 
generations. 

“Now theyre going. I’ve seen estates 
go down and private developers put 
up flats local people can’t afford. 

“IT work with young homeless 
people who are being sent to Kent 
where they have no family. I’m not 
against regeneration—I’m against 
social cleansing.” 

The demonstration reflected 
Brixton’s diversity. Black and white 
people marched together with Asian 
women in hijabs and Latin Americans 
chanting in Spanish. 

Some developers 
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“vibrancy” as a selling point for the 
gentrification that’s pushing it out. 

Others whitewash it away under 
new names such as “South Oval”, 
instead of Brixton. 

Either way it strengthens the sense 
of a community under attack. 

Carer Valerie Lindo said, “I grew 
up here, and if you said in a job inter- 
view that you were from Brixton 
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they’d turn their noses up. 

“These people who are coming here 
now used to see it as a ‘no go area’. 
Now they think they own the place. 

“We are losing a grip on what we 
fought for. It’s riches for the rich and 
the poor don’t even get the crumbs.” 

This resentment echoes across 
London. Campaigners from Westway 
in west London to the Focus E15 


Reclaim Brixton protest 
Is a warning to developers 


campaign in east London turned out 
in solidarity. 

And in Brixton it provides common 
cause for people fighting a number 
of attacks. 

Ruth Cashman, a campaigner 
against library closures, said, “It all 
overlaps, because our community 
is being turned into a commodity. 
We're saying it’s not for sale.” 

Zena was one of a group of work- 
ers from Brixton’s Ritzy cinema who 
struck against low pay last year. 


Margins 

She said, “Keeping workers in low 
wages and pushing them out of their 
homes is all about creating opportu- 
nities for the wealthy and pushing 
the rest to the margins. And contrary 
to what our company likes to think, 
we love Brixton more than they do.” 

The demonstration ended with 
music and celebration in the streets. 
And it became the launchpad for a 
range of actions. 

Shopkeepers formed a human chain 
against eviction and hundreds of activ- 
ists stormed Lambeth Town Hall and 
marched on the police station. 

This built on a year of housing 
protests, in the latest step towards a 
movement that can stop London being 
turned into a playground for the rich. 

Such a movement faces challenges. 
In a city where people constantly 
move around, emphasising local com- 
munities risks excluding those who 
don’t feel part of one. 

And workers have distinct interests 
from those of small shopkeepers, who 
aren’t always cheaper than the big 
chains they compete with. 

But Reclaim Brixton sent a warn- 
ing to politicians and developers that 
their gentrification will face resist- 
ance every step of the way. 
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Hillsborough cops tried to smear fans 


AN INQUEST has heard of “clear 
evidence” that police tried to 
denigrate Liverpool football fans 
in the wake of the Hillsborough 
disaster. 

Some 96 Liverpool fans died after 
a crush at the Sheffield stadium in 
1989. 

Terry Wain, a chief 
superintendent with South 
Yorkshire Police (SYP) at the time, 
gave evidence to fresh inquests into 
the deaths last week. 

The court was shown a memo 
by Wain asking for a detective 
inspector to find certain evidence in 
the run-up to the original inquests. 

This included evidence of “unruly 
behaviour by Liverpool fans”, 
“drunkenness” and “forged tickets 


A memorial to Hillsborough victims 


used to gain entry”. 

Mr George, representing 22 
families of the dead, said to Wain, 
“It looks as if this is clear evidence 
of an attempt to denigrate the fans.” 

Wain replied, “I must agree with 
you”. He agreed that the attitude of 
SYP was “disgraceful”. 

Former detective chief inspector 
Alan Foster gave evidence this 
week. His job was to deal with 
amendments to officers’ statements. 

Foster said legal advice was 
to remove criticism of police 
organisation and senior officers. 

He told the court, “I was simply 
obeying orders”. 

The inquests continue. 

Sadie Robinson 
Longer version at socialistworker.co.uk 


IN BRIEF 


Man loses toes 
due to bed tax 


A MAN lost his toes from 
frostbite while living in a tent 
after the Tories’ bedroom 
tax saw him evicted from his 
home. 

Mitchell Keenan shared 
a tent with his sick father 
for eight months. They were 
evicted from the council home 
they had lived in for 30 years 
in Skelmersdale, Lancashire. 


Protest halts 
an eviction 


SUPPORTERS rallied outside 
the Coventry house of 
housing association tenant 
Archie Millar on Monday 
of this week to stop bailiffs 
evicting him. 
The bedroom tax had 
pushed him into arrears. 
Landlords called off the 
eviction, allowing him an 
extra month to pay arrears. 


Back door for 
developers 


GUESTS AT private 
developers’ bash the 
Property Awards in a plush 
Park Lane hotel, central 
London, had to enter through 
the back doors on Tuesday 
night of last week. 

Around 200 protesters 
blocked off the main entrance. 


Fat cats’ fuel 
poverty bank 


ENERGY FIRM Npower 
and food bank charity the 
Trussell Trust have opened 
Britain’s first “fuel bank” 
offering vouchers for people 
who can't afford gas and 
electricity. 

Campaigners accused 
Npower of looking to 
improve its image while its 
profiteering pushes more 
people into fuel poverty. 


e e 
IN THIS WEEK 


International 
Workers’ Day 


MAY DAY began to be 
commemorated when US 
police repressed strikers 
demanding an eight-hour 
day. 

Four people were 
framed and executed. 
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by JUDITH ORR 


EUROPEAN LEADERS pledged 
more money to patrol the 
Mediterranean Sea after the 
deaths of 1,300 refugees in just 
one week last month. 

Already some 1,776 refugees 
have died this year, compared to 
56 for the same period last year. 

But politicians at the Brussels 
emergency summit on Thursday of 
last week did not offer support or 
a safe haven for refugees fleeing 
war and poverty. 

Instead they made it clear that 
while the military vessels they're 
mobilising may rescue people, they 
do not want those refugees getting 
into Europe. 

David Cameron said that he 
did not want migrants who were 
rescued to come to Britain. 

The £645 million a month 
pledged is only equivalent to that 
spent by Italy on its own search 
and rescue program, Mare Nos- 
trum, which it cancelled last year. 

The money will be spent on 
enlarging Triton, the very limited 
operation that replaced Mare Nos- 
trum. It is run by European Union 
(EU) border agency Frontex. 


Security 

EU leaders were forced to ac- 
knowledge that the deaths were a 
humanitarian tragedy. But they see 
the situation as a security issue. 

Frontex executive director 
Fabrice Leggeri, was in no doubt 
about its brief being tighter border 
control rather than saving lives. He 
said, “Triton cannot be a search- 
and-rescue operation.” 

Last year 150,000 migrants 
made it to Italy and most got 
deported. At the moment the new 
plans are to offer “resettlement” to 
5,000 people. 

The EU plans increased resourc- 
es to process people who reach 
Italian shores. 

But this simply means speeding 
up finger printing and document 
checks to deport them more 


BACK STORY 


David Cameron attended a 
summit about the Mediterranean 
refugee crisis last week 


@Hundreds of people have 
drowned trying to flee war and 
poverty in unseaworthy boats 


@Funding for the already 
inadequate rescue programme 
was slashed last year 


@The summit pledged to restore 
funding, but to spend it mainly 
on security and border controls 


@They also called for military 
intervention against traffickers 


quickly. The summit also called for 
a military plan to “undertake sys- 
tematic efforts to identify, capture 
and destroy vessels before they are 
used by traffickers”. 

It is not clear how they plan 
such a military operation against 
ordinary fishing boats. 

But destroying boats will do 
nothing to change the circum- 
stances that lead people to risk 
everything to escape from war and 
poverty. 

It will just mean people will try 
to travel by other means—perhaps 
even more risky ones. 

Ed Miliband pointed to David 
Cameron’s responsibility for the 
chaos in Libya in the aftermath of 
Western bombing there in 2011. 

The West does have a responsi- 
bility for the impact of its military 
interventions in the region. 

But this also includes the wars 
in Afghanistan and Iraq, led by 
Tony Blair’s Labour government. 

Further military intervention 
will not help migrants fleeing 
violence. 

Instead of gunboats they need 
to be welcomed and offered a 
place to live in safety when they 
are rescued. 


On other pages... 
Ly Fortress Europe and why we 
should smash it>>Pages 14&15 


‘Our human rights are a joke’ 


Muhammed from 
Syria works with 
refugees in Istanbul 


“People have to move 
on because you can’t 
live without papers. 
But if you do move 
then you start from 
zero. 

| stay here because 


my family is here now. 


| can't renew my 
passport, but | can’t 
go to the Syrian 


authorities. With an 
expired passport 
you are treated like 
an expired person. 
Somehow you need to 
renew yourself. 

You can’t even buy 
a sim card without 
a passport. If you 
have money you can’t 
withdraw it from 
the bank. You can’t 
officially get any travel 
documents. 

So we have no 


papers and can’t get 
them. 

This war has killed 
300,000 people. 
Thousands leave 
Syria, but no one 
believes them. 

When a few 
refugees actually get 
to Europe they say 
send them back. 

It's a joke. Syrians 
laugh when they hear 
the West talk about 
human rights.” 


DEMONSTRATION OUTSIDE the EU commission in London 


Protests slam a deadly, racist system 


by KEN OLENDE 


PROTESTERS gathered 
across Europe in solidarity 
with migrants last week. In 
London hundreds protested 
outside European Union (EU) 
commission near parliament in 
central London last Saturday. 
Speakers included Walter 
Wolfgang who fled the Nazi 
Holocaust as a refugee, Lee 
Jasper from Black Activists 
Rising Against Cuts (Barac), 
Weyman Bennett from Unite 
Against Fascism (UAF) and Jo 


Cardwell from Stand Up to Ukip. 


The protest was called by the 
Movement Against Xenophobia 


Safety 
Antonia Bright told Socialist 
Worker, “Human beings are not 
going to stop seeking a place of 
safety. Policies should be based 
on human need not protection of 
the rich.” 

In central Manchester several 
refugees joined a protest camp 


ll 2 
Protesters in Berlin threw fake blood 


over Frontex director Klaus Rosler 


that had been set up to highlight 
homelessness. 

Farid Vahidi from refugee 
organisation Rapar said, “No 
matter where you are from, the 
only equality seems to be that, 
if you have no money, you don’t 
deserve to live.” 

In Bristol a number of French 
and Spanish activists joined the 
protest against anti-immigrant 
racism. 

Recent protests have also 
highlighted the harsh conditions 
asylum seekers face when held 
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in detention. In Scotland the 
Home Office denied requests 
from the Scottish TUC, churches 
and the Muslim Association of 
Britain and the refugee council 
to carry out a humanitarian 
inspection of Dungavel detention 
centre. 


Detention 

The STUC has called for an 

end to detention centres and is 
supporting a demonstration set 
to take place outside the centre 
on 30 May. 

Detainees have also 
protested at the conditions in 
Harmondsworth in west London. 
On Wednesday of last week 
detainees reported a fire in 
the D wing of the centre. Many 
detainees could only escape 
through a single door. 

Others reported that there 
was no escape from the heavy 
smoke. One detainee said, “It’s 
very hard because the windows 
don’t open so if there is a fire 
and someone is in their room 
then they will die.” 
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A&Es already having to use 
next winter's crisis reserves 


by TOMAS TENGELY-EVANS 
RS 


NHS BOSSES are 
spending funds 
earmarked to deal 
with the next winter 
crisis in a desperate 
bid to keep accident 
nd emergency (A&E) 
epartments running. 
This follows a 
memo from NHS 
England last month 
telling bosses to keep 
all winter funding in 
place until April. 

The British 
Medical Association's 
Dr Richard Vautrey 
said, “There is obvious 
huge political pressure 
to avoid negative 
stories relating to the 
NHS leading up to the 
election.” 

Keeping the funding 
going might ease the 
pressure until 7 May. 
But dipping into 
winter funds during 
the warmer weather 
shows the depth of 


Qo 


the NHS crisis. 

Years of budget 
cuts and privatisation 
have created the 
perfect storm. 

The Labour Party 
has pledged to scrap 
the Tories’ hated 
Health and Social 
Care Act 2012—and 
polls show its rhetoric 
on the NHS is winning 


support. 
But Labour won't 


Accident and emergency departments are out of cash 


roll back privatisation, 
and is committed 

to austerity. Last 
autumn’s strikes 
showed the real 
alternative. 

Workers in Guy’s 
and St Thomas’ 
Hospital in south 
London were set to 
protest on Thursday 
of this week against 
moves to attack NHS 
unsocial hours pay. 


‘| can't breathe —cop tells 
of Kingsley Burrell’s plea 


THE INQUEST into 
the death of Kingsley 
Burrell heard how 
he was strapped on 
a trolley, handcuffed 
and in leg restraints 
for two hours. 
Kingsley died in 
2011 four days after 
calling 999 to report 
being harassed. 
Police took him into 
custody and he was 
detained in a mental 
health unit then taken 
to the hospital where 
he died. PC Mark 


Ukip feels the heat 


NIGEL FARAGE has 
said he will step down 
as Ukip leader “within 
ten minutes” if he is 
not elected MP in the 
general election. 

Farage, who is 
standing in South 
Thanet, has continued 
to make desperate 
attempts to deny 
Ukip’s racism. 

“Come with me to 
a black part of south 
London, walk down 
the street and you 
will find black people 
going, ‘Hey man, good 
to see you,’” he said 


Kingsley Burrell 


Shorthouse testified 
that a paramedic 

put a blanket over 
Kingsley’s face to act 


last week. But racists 
and fascists have 
flocked to support 
Ukip. 

Thugs from the 
far right South East 
Alliance attacked 
a Thanet Stand Up 
to Ukip (Sutu) stall 
in Broadstairs last 
Saturday. 

Farage had 
criticised Sutu at a 
public meeting in 
Broadstairs the day 
before. National Front 
and far right East 
Kent English Patriots 
supporters were there 


as a spit mask. 

Shorthouse alleged 
Kingsley said, “lI can’t 
breathe,” but the 
paramedic replied, 
“You can because 
you're talking.” 

He said the blanket 
was draped, not 
wrapped, around 
Kingsley’s head. 

Asked if anyone 
challenged the 
decision to use the 
blanket as spit mask, 
Shorthouse said no. 
Annette Mackin 


in Kent 


backing him. 

Polls suggest Ukip 
may win fewer seats 
than initially feared— 
but leave no room for 
complacency. 

Campaigners have 
riled Farage and will 
be using the final days 
before the election to 
make him history. 
Sadie Robinson 


WHAT WE THINK 


THE RICH LIKE THEIR 
POLITICIANS BORING 


VENTHE politicians have 
noticed how boring the 
general election campaign 
is. So last week David 
Cameron stressed how 
“bloody lively” he felt about it. 

This followed Tory donors 
complaining that his campaign had 
been dull, managerial and not the 
“slightest bit inspiring”. 

It isn’t the first time a politician 
has tried to look a bit more human. 

It echoed Labour leader 
Ed Miliband’s “Hell yes” reply when 
Jeremy Paxman asked if he was 
tough enough to run Britain. 

The campaign has been marked 
by rich politicians trying to look 
like they're one of us. Look—they 
have normal kitchens like we do! 
They eat brealfast! 

Some have even wheeled out 
their partners to give lengthy 
and tearful interviews about the 
hardships they have suffered. 

In reality the lives of millionaire 
politicians are a world away from 
the lives of most people in Britain. 

None of them worry about 
imposing more austerity because it 
doesn’t affect them. 

The mainstream parties all 
back more cuts—despite figures 
showing that there’s more wealth 
in Britain than there was five years 


ADS ARE SELLING 


ENS OF thousands of 
T people have signed an online 
petition enraged at the 
sexism of an advert that has been 
plastered around London Tube 
stations. 

Promoting a snake oil “health 
and fitness nutrition” firm, the 
adverts display a model asking, 
“Are you beach body ready?” 

Women have responded by 
adding their own thoughts on the 
matter. 

The posters have been defaced 
with signs reading “every body 


ago (see page |). All say we need 
to “control” immigration, and they 
scapegoat migrants for problems 
caused by the rich. 

Little wonder that many people's 
reaction to politicians is, “They're 
all the same”. 

The election campaign has 
shown up the huge disconnect 
between mainstream politicians 
and ordinary people. But it’s 
also shown an enthusiasm for 
something different—and this 
terrifies the rich. 

Labour has failed to provide a 
real alternative to the Tories. Yet 
whenever Miliband sounds even 
slightly radical, the rich go on the 
offensive. 

So last week Miliband talked of 


People deserve 
more than the 
mainstream 
parties are willing 


to give them 
SSS 


is beach ready” and “fuck your 
sexist shit”. 

Many media outlets have 
hypocritically jumped on the 
bandwagon of the backlash. 

The Daily Mirror online ran 
an article slamming the ads. Days 
later it ran a piece titled “Six 
fitness deals to get you beach 
body ready”. 

Others illustrated their outrage 
at the ad by reprinting it. 

The firm responsible for the 
Tube adverts knows what it is 
doing. It hopes that controversy 


Stand Up to Ukip rally in 
Ramsgate—Saturday 2 
May, assemble 12 noon, 
Ramsgate town centre. 
Go to standuptoukip.org 
for more, or contact 
thanetsutu@gmail.com 
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bringing in rent controls. It turns 
out this would be “voluntary”—so 
not much help to the millions living 
at the mercy of money-grabbing 
landlords. 

Yet even this was too much 
for the Daily Mail newspaper. 

“Ed Miliband lurched further to 
the left,” it howled. It went on 
to describe Miliband’s policy as 
“Stalinist”. 

Mainstream politicians are 
united in backing neoliberalism, the 
market and austerity. 

The rich are terrified of anything 
that suggests there is an alternative 
because they know it would win 
support. 

Miliband’s ratings go up when 
he talks about defending the NHS. 
And the Scottish National Party 
(SNP) is winning new members and 
supporters because it is talking left. 

Labour and the SNP can’t be 
trusted to stand up for working 
class people. And people deserve 
more than the mainstream parties 
are willing to give them. 

That’s why Socialist Worker 
is supporting Trade Unionist 
and Socialist Coalition (TUSC) 
candidates in the general election. 

A strong vote for TUSC can help 
lay the basis for struggle after 
7 May—whoever is in office. 


SEXISM 


will boost its sales and profits. 

It has gloried in the backlash 
over its sexism, bragging that it 
has given its PR team a bonus. 

High streets are full of 
disgusting adverts using sexism 
to flog shampoo, cars, beer and 
make-up. They are part of a bigger 
problem. 

Women were oppressed long 
before adverts appeared. 

Sexism is structured into class 
society. To get rid of it we need to 
do away with the rotten capitalist 
system. 


ia 
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Raids and more border patrols 
won't help desperate refugees 
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ANALYSIS 


Syriza’s compromise 
won't beat austerity 


THE RULERS of the European Union (EU) are getting 
seriously annoyed with those pesky Greeks. 

According to the Financial Times newspaper, the 
eurogroup of finance ministers meeting last Friday saw them 
“angrily accusing their Greek counterpart of backtracking on 
commitments and failing to grasp their deep differences”. 

This is the latest in a flood of articles from this normally 
more balanced newspaper to target the government led by 
the radical left Syriza party that swept to office three months 
ago. There have been hostile profiles of left ministers and 
even suggestions Syriza is soft on terrorism. 

The lowest point was reached by Chris Giles’s article “How 
to deal with a problem child like Greece”. 

Giles seems to be the leader of the pro-austerity faction at 
the Financial Times. He was the author of a clumsy attempt 
to discredit the figures economist Thomas Piketty used to 
demonstrate that economic inequality is growing in the 
advanced capitalist world. 

Giles summed up the attitude of participants at the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) meeting in Washington, 
“No one understands Greece’s behaviour in shunning the 
talks since an outline deal was agreed in February. 

“They call it childish. Many say privately that the Greek 
authorities are behaving like a toddler having a tantrum.” 

This kind of patronising arrogance helps to explain why 
people are in revolt against the EU and the elites that have 
forced through austerity. 

The anti-democratic logic of these attitudes was brought 
out in an earlier piece. It reported, “Many EU officials—up 
to and including some eurozone finance ministers—have 
suggested privately that only a decision by Alexis Tsipras, 
Greek prime minister, to jettison the far left of his governing 
Syriza party can make a bailout agreement possible. 


Beleaguered 

“The idea would be for Mr Tsipras to forge a new coalition 
with Greece’s traditional centre-left party, the beleaguered 
Pasok, and To Potami (The River), a new centre-left party 

that fought its first general election in January.” 

The crass stupidity of these suggestions is mind-boggling. 
Tsipras, having seen Syriza climb from 3 to 36 percent, 
should throw all this away at the behest of Brussels, Berlin 
and Frankfurt to ally with a bunch of losers. Pasok, the old 
Greek Labour Party, was virtually obliterated in January. 

The tactics pursued by the Syriza government are 
perfectly rational. The deal Greek finance minister 
Yanis Varoufakis signed up to in February committed 
it to continuing with the agreements made by previous 
governments. 

They included implementing neoliberal “reforms” and 
meeting debt repayments in the hope of keeping money 
flowing in, particularly from the European Central Bank 
(ECB) into the Greek banking system. 

The trouble is that this deal implies continuing austerity 
and abandoning the genuine reforms Syriza promised in 
opposition. 

Of course Tsipras and Varoufakis aren’t going to admit 
this. The endless lectures on the stupidity of austerity the 
latter gives at every opportunity may irritate the eurogroup, 
but they throw dust in everyone’s eyes. 

Meanwhile, gradually and painfully, the government is 
scraping together the money to repay the IMF, the ECB and 
the other vultures. 

This is draining resources from a public sector already 
starved of funds. 

The privatisation of Piraeus port is going ahead, even 
though on coming to office Syriza said it would halt it. Even 
worse, it emerged last week that right wing defence minister 
Panos Kammenos has been allowed to sign a £360 million 
deal to upgrade five P-3B Orion maritime patrol planes. 
Greece’s biggest military procurement since 2006 will allow 
the navy to hunt more efficiently for “illegal immigrants”. 

Tsipras is determined to demonstrate to the “institutions” 
—as the IMF, ECB, and European Commission now call 
themselves—that Syriza can deliver what they are demanding. 
There are rumours he may be willing to sacrifice Varoufakis. 

No doubt he is hoping to be rewarded by being allowed to 
relax austerity. But this strategy means that ordinary people 
in Greece will continue suffering. 


Sage 


Lutfur Rahman (centre) protesting against the racist EDL in 2013 


Tower Hamlets mayor forced 
out by a campaign of racism 


by ANNETTE MACKIN 


THE long Islamophobic 
witch hunt against Lutfur 
Rahman continued last 
week with his removal as 
mayor of Tower Hamlets in 
east London. 

Election commissioner 
Richard Mawrey said Rahman 
had breached election rules 
and declared his re-election 
last year as void. 

Rahman, who won with 
a 3,000 majority, has been 
banned from standing again. 
He has also been ordered to 
pay £250,000 in costs. 

The judgement has pro- 
voked outrage. 

Glyn Robbins is the 
Trade Unionist and Socialist 
Coalition (TUSC) and Left 
Unity general election can- 
didate for Bethnal Green and 
Bow in Tower Hamlets. 


Anger 

He told Socialist Worker, 
“There is anger at how the 
establishment paints Muslims 
as insular and backward—yet 
when they do get involved in 
politics they’re told they aren’t 
doing it right.” 

Mawrey’s 200-page judge- 
ment upholds allegations by 
four people that Rahman 
used “corrupt and illegal 
practices” during the election. 

These petitioners have 
been presented as ordinary 
voters. But they include 
Angela Moffat, a member of 
the racist Ukip party. 

Rahman denies all of the 


claims. And a £1 million 
inspection by accountants 
PricewaterhouseCooper last 
year found no evidence of 
fraud or corruption. 

The judgement perpet- 
uates the racist myth of 
Muslims as passive zombies 
manipulated by their leaders. 

It says, “A distinction must 
be made between a sophisti- 
cated, highly educated and 
politically literate commu- 
nity and a community which 
is traditional, respectful of 
authority and, possibly, not 


Socialist Glyn Robbins 


Organising resistance 


A MEETING to organise 
the fightback against 
the attack on democracy 
on Tower Hamlets 
has been called for 
Thursday of this week. 

Speakers were set to 
include Lutfur Rahman, 
Salma Yaqoob, Stop the 
War convenor Lindsey 
German and Weyman 
Bennett from Unite 
Against Fascism. 

Last November some 
1,000 people came to 
a meeting in Tower 
Hamlets after Tory 
minister Eric 
Pickles sent in a 
takeover 
squad to 
run 
the 


council. 

This showed the 
potential to build 
resistance to the attacks. 
The general election will 
be another opportunity. 

TUSC and Left 
Unity candidate in 
Bethnal Green and 
Bow Glyn Robbins will 
be leafleting in the 
borough this Saturday. 

He said, “On 
7 May we have the 
chance to tell the 
establishment, ‘We'll 

decide who to vote 
for and who runs 
our borough’ and 
vote for a socialist.” 


Thu 30 April, 6pm, 
The Waterlily, 
London E1 4TT 


Tory minister Eric Pickles 
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fully integrated with the 
other communities living in 
the same area.” 

It upholds the claim that 
Rahman used “spiritual influ- 
ence”. Mawrey cites a letter 
signed by 101 imams stat- 
ing it was a “religious duty” 
to vote. 


Outcry 

But there was no outcry in 
March when a letter from 
Catholic bishops was read out 
at masses across England and 
Wales urging people to “think 
carefully” about who to vote 
for in the general election. 

The judgement criticises 
Rahman for referring “to the 
Bangladeshi community in 
Tower Hamlets as if it were 
a small beleaguered ethnic 
minority in a sea of hostile 
racial prejudice”. 

But Tower Hamlets is not 
isolated from Islamophobia. 
The racist English Defence 
League (EDL) tried three 
times to march there. 

Each time it was defeated 
by a united mobilisation of 
Muslims, trade unionists and 
others. Mawrey dismissed 
this, saying, “Truly in Tower 
Hamlets, if the EDL did not 
exist, it would be necessary 
to invent it.” 

The judgement is an attack 
on democracy in Tower 
Hamlets. It must be resisted. 


” Got a story? 


Email ideas to reports@ 
socialistworker.co.uk 


Rising rents and house prices 
are a huge tssue—poor people are being priced out. 
Nore the counel wants to demolish estates and get 
property developers to build expensive new flats. 
7U8C wants to stop the sell-offs and build 
high-standard, affordable and eco-friendly 


councll houses. 


ENVIRONMENT 
TUSC demands deep cuts in greenhouse gas 
emissions and more investment in renewable 
energy—and we are strongly against fracking. 
But we also need system change to stop 
climate change. We cannot save the planet 
under capitalism because profit always 
comes before people. 


Jon Woods 
Portsmouth 
North 


TRIDENT 
The government spends more than £2 billion 
a year on Trident nuclear missiles—and plans 
to spend billions more on fighter planes and 
aircraft carriers. But spending on the NHS, 
welfare and public services has been slashed 
to the bone. 

As a TUSC candidate I’ve been part of the 
Scrap Trident campaign—no more money for 
nuclear weapons. 


Angela McCormick 
Glasgow North 


Pe 


y reality of antt-migrant 


NHS 


The crisis in the NHS has been caused by 
years of austerity and creeping privatisation. 
Budget and job cuts means health workers 
are struggling to provide quality care. 

And the sell-off of care services to 
companies such as Care UK has shown that 
workers and the people they care for will 
suffer for profit. More spending on the Nie 
no to privatisation 


Dave Gibson 
Barnsley 
Central 


y racism was exposed by the catastrophe last 
month when more than 1,000 people drowned tn 
the Mediterranean. 

Were a country of migrants—without migration we 
would be nowhere. We have to counteract the 
scapegoating ramped up under 
austertty, 


STOP PRIVATISATION 

TUSC stands for public ownership—not 
private profit. Privatisation has led to 
rocketing energy bills and rail fares. We’re 
against all forms of privatisation. We want 
the renationalisation of the rail industry and 
Royal Mail. 


. 


Years of Western intervention by 
both Labour and Tory-led governments have 
caused the crisis in Iyag. And thousands of people 
took to the strects last year agatast the /sracli 


assault on Gaza, yet Britain sells around £8 billion of 


arms licenses to /spael each year, No more 
imperialist wars—yustice for the 


STOP PRIVATISATION 

The financial crisis in 2008 was caused by 
the bankers. Yet they were bailed out with 
billions of pounds of our money, while we’ve 
suffered seven years of austerity. It’s time to 
nationalise the banks and tax the rich—we 
won't pay for their crisis. 


The Tories say they’ve brought unemploy- 
ment down—but too many new jobs are low 
paid, with no security. Labour say they'll get 
rid of “abusive” zero hours contracts. That’s 
not good enough. Scrap all zero hours con- 
tracts—full employment rights for all. 


a ‘ 
\ >) 
BEDROOM TAX 


The Tories’ bedroom tax hits the poorest. And 
benefit sanctions are forcing many people 
to resort to food banks in order to survive. 
Axe the bedroom tax—end benefit sanctions 
now. No targets for job centre staff and no 
sanctions for claimants. 


Liz Kitching 


Palestinians! 


The Tories are threatening 500 more “free 
schools’ if they win the election. As a teacher, 
| know free schools aren’t about benefiting 
children. They’re about helping private com- 
panies profit from education. TUSC says no 
to free schools and no to academies—bring 
schools back under local authority control. 


DISABLED PEOPLE RESIST 

As a Disabled People Against Cuts activist 
I’ve been fighting Tory attacks such as the 
closure of the Independent Living Fund. TUSC 
will promote inclusive policies so disabled 
people can have access to education, jobs, 
housing and transport. 


Robert Punton 


TRADE UNION RIGHTS 

The Tories brought in anti-trade union laws to 
make it easier to attack workers. So it’s dis- 
graceful that Labour did absolutely nothing 
when it could have overturned them. Repeal 
the anti-trade union lisaoe laity) with 
workers taking action. 


Simon Hickman _ os 


Carlo Morelli 


FREE EDUCATION 

In 2010 the government raised university 
tuition fees to £9,000. But all the MPs who 
voted for it could go university for free. We’re 
for student grants, not student fees—free 
education for all. 


Lynne Chamberlain 


All the candidates featured here are members of the 
Socialist Workers Party (SWP). If you would like to help 


their campaigns phone the SWP national office on 
020 7819 1170 or email enquiries@swp.org.uk 


To find out more about campaigning in your 


AGAINST 


area phone the Trade Unionist and Socialist Coalition 


(TUSC) national office on 020 7702 8667 


or email info@tusc.org.uk 
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UNITED STATES 
Baltimore 
riots after 
Gray death 


THE US city of Baltimore has 
erupted in riots following the 
death of 25 year old Freddie 
Gray. City officials called a state 
of emergency and announced 

a week-long curfew starting on 
Tuesday of this week. 

The National Guard said it 
could put 5,000 troops on the 
streets. 
Freddie was arrested on 
12 April after making eye 
contact with police and then 
running away. 

Mobile phone footage of 

his arrest shows him being 
handcuffed and dragged into a 
police van in agony. 

He asked for medical help 
several times before being put 
in the van, but paramedics were 
not called until after a 

30 minute journey. He was put 
in leg cuffs in the police van. 

Freddie died over a week 
later from a severe spinal injury 


Anger on the streets of Baltimore 


and his funeral took place on 
Monday of this week. 

Thousands of people have 
taken to the streets. Protesters 
chanted, “All night, all day— 
we're gonna fight for Freddie 
Gray.” 

Mostly young, black locals 
have fought pitched battles with 
tooled up officers—and used 
rocks to drive back police lines. 
Extra cops have been drafted in. 

Baltimore mayor Stephanie 
Rawlings-Blake accused them 
of “trying to tear down what so 
many have fought for”. 

But the protests are an 
expression of rage at the death 
of yet another black person 
after coming into contact with 
cops. 

The website Killed By Police 
estimates that US cops have 
killed 378 people so far this 
year. For 2014 that figure is 
approximately 1,100. 

Officials have suspended 
six police officers who were 
involved in the case. 

Last month officer Michael 
Slager was charged with murder 
after a video was released 
showing him shoot Walter Scott 
eight times in the back. His next 
court appearance is 21 August. 
Annette Mackin 


INTERNATIONAIZ2%, 


Poor bear brunt of pain 
after Nepal earthquake 


YURI PRASAD 


TENS OF thousands of Nepalis 
who survived last week’s earth- 
quake but lost their homes are 
now in desperate peril. 

The United Nations estimates 
that eight million people are 
affected by the earthquake. As 
many as 4,000 people were con- 
firmed dead when Socialist Worker 
went to press. The total is expected 
to be much higher. 

Health services are on the brink 
as hospitals run out of medicines 
and beds. Clean water and basic 
sanitation are fast becoming rare 
commodities, threatening a wave 
of disease to follow the aftershocks 
of the quake. 

For many of the families now 
sleeping in the open, the best shelter 
they can hope for is a tent or plastic 
sheeting strung between trees. 

Commentators haven’t waited 
long to place the quake in the cat- 
egory of a “natural disaster”. 

They imply that little could have 
been done to prevent the loss of 
life because the movement of tec- 
tonic plates is not something that 
humans have any control over. 

It’s an argument that’s rolled out 
after every flood, hurricane or tsu- 
nami—and it’s one designed to let 
the system off the hook. 

Seismologists have predicted 
a massive quake in Nepal since 
2013. The country is said to have 
92 active fault lines. 

Yet despite the warnings even 
the most basic measures, such as 
strengthening building structures, 
was largely left undone. 


Natural 

And there’s nothing “natural” about 
the way it is the poor who bear the 
brunt of the misery. 

The damage reports from the 
capital Kathmandu show one thing 
clearly. Those packed into old, 
brick-built slums were far more 
likely to die than those in flats 
made with steel and concrete. 

Arial drone footage of the city 
shows collapsed piles of red rubble 
next to modern white blocks that 
remain standing. 

Many young Nepalis are forced 
by poverty to work abroad. Some 
1,500 of them left Nepal every day 
to look for work last year. 

Nepal is overwhelmingly rural, 
with many remote villages uncon- 
nected by road and unreachable by 
helicopters transporting aid. 

No one yet knows the full extent 
of the damage done there. 

Less than a decade ago these vil- 
lages provided many fighters for 
the Maoist guerrillas struggling 
against the rule of King Gyanendra 
and his army. 

And given the disdain with which 
the Nepali ruling class regards the 


Part of the rescue operation 


countryside it seems unlikely they 
will rush to its aid. 

In 2006 huge numbers in both 
cities and rural areas celebrated the 
collapse of the king’s regime. 

Two years later many hoped that 
the Communist-led left would use 
its election victory to relieve pov- 
erty and modernise Nepal. 

But those hopes faded as 
one-time guerrilla fighters became 
immersed into the state and indis- 
tinguishable from the corrupt poli- 
ticians they had set out to replace. 

But never has there been a time 
when the left in Nepal needs to 
remember its mission more—a rev- 
olution of the poor across Asia. 


¥S) From the archive 


1 Political crisis deepens in Nepal 
LW bit.ly/ljomvlH 


HOMES HAVE been reduced to rubble in Nepal 


South Korean workers 
strike back at president 


ak KYUNG-NOK CHUN in Seoul 


SOME 270,0000 workers in 
South Korea took part in a 
one-day general strike on 
Friday of last week. 

They are members of the 
Korea Confederation of Trade 
Unions (KCTU). Some 100,000 
took to the streets nationwide. 

Strikers included teachers 
and public service workers. 
They defied threats by the state 
that it would prosecute any 
government employee who 
took part in the walkout. 

President Park Geun-hye 
wants to make it easier to sack 
workers, cut overtime pay and 
public service pensions. 

The government has been 
hit by a series of scandals. 
Prime minister Lee Wan-koo 
was forced to step down this 
week after being accused of 
accepting bribes. He was in 
office for just two months. 

Last week’s general strike 
is the opening shot of a long 
hoped for fightback. 

The usually more moderate 


President Park Geun-hye 


Federation of Korean Trade 
Unions (FKTU) has withdrawn 
from talks over the attacks on 
workers. 

There are now plans to 
follow up the strike with a 
joint KCTU and FKTU rally in 
late May and another general 
strike in June. But bigger, more 
drawn-out strikes are needed. 

Revolutionary socialists and 
union militants have to push 
to translate the anger at the 
bottom into initiatives that can 
pressure union leaders to act. 


Email letters@socialistworker.co.uk 
Post Socialist Worker, PO Box 42184, London SW8 2WD 


LETTERS 


Socialist Worker 2 May 2015 


Mistaken 
attack 


WHEN GEORGE Galloway 
was elected in Bradford in 
March 2012, many people 
had high hopes. He was one 
of the few MPs to oppose 
the war, Islamophobia and 
austerity. 

But not long after his 
election he made appalling 
comments about rape in 
relation to Julian Assange. 

This angered many, and 
caused a number of people 
to resign from his party 
Respect. 

Now he has alleged that 
Naz Shah, the Labour 
candidate standing against 
him, misled people about 
the age at which she was 
forced to marry. 

Many people will still 
vote for Galloway because 
they are angry at the toxic 
racism that many MPs 
pander to. But it is a 
problem that his own 
actions have repelled many 
of his supporters. 

People look to a 
contradictory figure like 
him precisely because of 
the weakness of the left. 

This is all the more 
reason to build a real 
alternative. 

Julie 
Nottingham 


Working for 
nothing 


HERMES, THE company 
that has run Larnaca and 
Paphos airports in Cyprus 
since they were privatised, 
is advertising for volunteer 
staff. 

It wants “customer care 
ambassadors” to work 
without pay. 

Is this a belated April 
Fools joke? No—I’ve seen 
the advert in the paper. 

Tim Drayton 
Cyprus 


i aa’ 
FRAUD .. 


Aw EXPERT ON ELECTORAL 
Because No one EVER, 
VaTED FoR ME - 


Firefighters challenge Tory 
‘profit before people policies 


DEAR VOTERS, the coalition 
government led by David 
Cameron’s Conservative Party has 
been nothing but detrimental to 
the effectiveness of the Fire Service 
that you have every right to expect. 

They have continued a sustained 
and vicious attack on all frontline 
emergency services for five years. 
The lowering of fire service 
budgets across the country by 
20 percent has caused a 
heightened risk to firefighters and 
the public they serve. 

This along with attacks on the 
NHS, the police and coastguard 
has been a key part of their “profit 
before people” economic plan. 

Since 2010, 39 fire stations have 
closed, 145 fire engines have been 
scrapped and over 5,000 


firefighter positions have been 
axed. 

This has raised response time to 
the point that some brigades have 
dropped the five minute maximum 
response times that we were once 
so proud of and that has saved 
thousands of lives. 

People’s lives are at very serious 
risk of being lost completely 
unnecessarily. We are convinced 
that this has put all members of 
the public at serious risk. 

We believe that a serious change 
of course is desperately needed in 
order for us to do our jobs 
effectively and to prevent losing 
saveable lives. 

The Utopian Firefighter 
also signed by over 250 other firefighters 
theutopianfirefighter.wordpress.com 


@0On behalf of the Essex FBU 
Brigade Committee and all Essex 
FBU members I would like to 
extend our sincerest gratitude for 
the recent donation made by 
Socialist Workers Party members to 
our hardship fund and for the 
solidarity shown to picket lines. 

Such acts of solidarity allow us 
to fight on in our battle to defend 
against unnecessary and unjust 
attacks on firefighters, control 
staff and fire cover in Essex. 

The support you have shown 
will go far in strengthening Essex 
FBU members’ strength and 
resolve as we go forward and 
reminds us all of what a great 
movement we are a patt of. 

Riccardo la Torre 
Essex FBU Brigade Chair 


Green ‘music video’ is Australia’s militarised response to migrants 


no inspiration to vote 


I FEEL pangs of guilt that I 
still haven’t decided who to 
back in this election. 

My guilt was assuaged 
when faced with the 
Greens’ downright weird 
electoral broadcast. This is 
supposed to be a left 
alternative party, but it 
doesn’t take the role too 
seriously. 

The Greens are neither 
willing or able to empower 
or take power. 

There has never been 
more need for the left. A 


AUSTRALIAN Prime 
Minister Tony Abbott’s 


dozens of boats attempting 
to make the crossing. 


ILLUSTRATION: TIM SANDERS 


third of our children in 
poverty, prison riots up four 
fold, doctors clearly stating 
(screaming?) that this 
system isn’t working—and 
we get a music video. 

The surge in support for 
non mainstream parties 
shows there are millions of 
people looking for change 
and to be inspired. I am one 
of them. We are not surfing 
YouTube looking for a laugh 
or a gimmicky video. 

Sinead Martin 
South London 


policy has been to militarise 
the handling of asylum 
seekers. 

The interception of their 
boats, once the 
responsibility of Customs, 
has been handed over to 
Navy Border Protection 
Command. 

All information is now 
handled by the Defence 
Department and is 
effectively a military secret. 

Consequently there is 
simply no information about 
the “success” or otherwise of 


How many die in secret? 


Abbott’s policy. 

Very few asylum seekers 
make it as far as Australian 
territory now. But for all we 
know, there might still be 


Occasionally refugees’ 
relatives in Australia learn 
that a boat left Indonesia 
and was never seen again. 

So mass drownings are 
still occurring, but they’re 
now out of sight. 

The conservatives in 
government cloak 
themselves in fake concern 
about boat tragedies but 
they are utterly ruthless 
enemies of human rights 
and human dignity. 

Adrian Baddeley 
Australia 


Justa 
thought... 


We can realise 
our potential 


THE STRUGGLE for 
socialism is, ultimately, a 
moral project. 

Our task is to raise 
living standards for all, 
subjugating no one in 
the process. But it is 
also to rid ourselves of 
the moral apathy and 
intellectual and spiritual 
bankruptcy brought about 
by capitalist alienation. 

Then everyone can 
realise their potential to 
become an Epicurus, a 
Leonardo, an Einstein, or 
a Picasso. 

Vote TUSC. Forward 
to socialism, where every 
life counts equally. 

Mark A Murphy 
Homeless 


Tainted Ukip 
donation 


COME ON National 
Union of Journalists 
(NUJ), we must 
challenge Richard 
Desmond’s £1 million 
donation to Ukip. 

His staff at Express 
Newspapers have not had 
a pay rise for seven years. 

What entitles Ukip 
to in effect take money 
from the pockets of 
the working people 
Nigel Farage claims to 
represent? 

Barry Fitzpatrick 
Deputy General Secretary NUJ 
(until Dec 2013) 


Aboriginal 
children stolen 


WE’RE asked to admire 
Australia’s immigration 
policies. But the racist 

ancestors of Australia’s 
rulers invaded displacing 
the indigenous people. 

A third of Aboriginal 
children were removed 
from their families 
between 1910 and 1970. 
At least 100,000 stolen 
children were placed in 
missions, institutions and 
foster homes. 

Many were forced 
into a form of slavery, 
physically and sexually 
abused. 


John Appleyard 
Liversedge 


Betraying the 
working class 


YOUR ARTICLE on 
the Labour Party and 
socialism (Socialist 
Worker, 25 April) is not 
as simple as that. It’s 
about Labour’s massive 
swing to the right. 
Labour have been 
betraying the working 
class since Harold 
Wilson. 
Eric Purvis 
on Facebook 


Socialist Workers Party 


TUSC es in a 


a 
Trade Unionist & 
Socialist Coalition 


@No to all cuts whether Tory, Labour or SNP 
@lmmigrants are welcome here 

@Scrap Trident 

@For £10 an hour minimum wage 

@No to zero hours 

@lax the rich 


ndee (East 
Edinburgh East 
@Angela McCormick Glasgow North 


#CWUconfl5 


MAY DAY GREETINGS 


May Day greeting from Socialist Workers Party 
members standing in parliamentary elections for 
Trade Unionist and Socialist Coalition in England 


TUSC 
AGAINST 


Blame bosses 
and bankers, 
not migrants! 


anchester eal al 

arnsley Central 
Sheffi ened De neti ee ene ough 
Leeds Cen 


COMMUNICATION WORKERS UNION 


bd ew 2 


CELEBRATING TWENTY TEARS 1775-2015 


MAY DAY GREETINGS 
FROM THE COMMUNICATION 
WORKERS UNION 


BILLY HAYES GENERAL SECRETARY 
WOW! BILLY HAVES. CO.UK 


www.cwu.org Go 


sabadegh LOFTUS 


AL PRESIDENT 


May Day 
greetings from 
North London CWU 
Socialist Worker readers 
RENATIONALISE ROYAL MAIL 


MAY DAY 
GREETINGS FROM 


CWU SOUTH CENTRAL 
POSTAL BRANCH 


Renationalise Royal Mail 
Defend education and the NHS 
Protect public services 
Kick the ConDems out 


SOLIDARITY AND 


MAY DAY GREETINGS 
FROM 


CWU MOUNT PLEASANT 
INTERNATIONAL BRANCH 


RMT Jubilee South branch Bolton United Trades Council Pate 
RENATIONALISE @ TRADES 
THE RAILWAYS. May Day ers 
SOLIDARITY TO ALL Rabe n gs 10 | © 
STRIKING — all your readers! 
WORKERS W?™2 


RMT EPS branch Reinstate University of Bolton 
Socialist Worker supporters 
No to Ukip—no to racism 


Immigrants are welcome here 
—unity is strength 


Yes to a united and real fight against 
austerity 


ee and solidarity OnE those 


engaged in that fi DEFEND TRADE UNION RIGHTS! 
CR MT, SACK GEORGE HOLMES! 


victimised trade unionists Jenny 
and Damien Markey. 
Sign the petition ucu.org.uk/7464 


GEASGOW (CAMPAIGN i) WELCOME RERUGEES 


MAYDAY GREETINGS 
TO ALL REFUGEES 
YOU ARE WELCOME HERE 


SHUT DOWN DUNGAVEL 
DETENTION CENTRE 
Join the demonstration 
Saturday 30 May 


= ‘4 1% | 7] 7 a 
De 


May Day Greetings from the Unite Housing Workers Branch LEii11 


fighting and winning better conditions for housing workers rent controls 
building solidarity with housing campaigns secure tenancies 
demanding jobs and homes for all no more council house sell-offs 


OFFICIAL 


S Picket 


wwwehousingworkers.org.uk / Facebook: Unite Housing Workers | @unitehousing 


MAY DAY GREETINGS 


—< Associations branch (SC151) 


iz Unite Scottish Housing 
Unite 


SOLIDARITY. 
GREETINGS 
TO WORKERS 


EVERYWHERE 


NO TO 
AUSTERI 


Unite and Ucatt 
Essex and 


East London UCATT 


gas engineers 


May Day greetings 
to all at 
Socialist Worker 


TURN uP 


Unite Tyneside EEES branch 


FIGHT FOR 
HIGHER PAY 
-KICK THE 


Unite LE/1647 Restaurant 
and Bar workers 


@FIGHTING FOR 
HOTEL AND 
CATERING WORKERS 
@DON’T SCAPEGOAT 
MIGRANT WORKERS 
THEY’RE NOT TO BLAME 


London Construction branch 


@SOLIDARITY AND ss 


MAY DAY GREETINGS 
TO ALL WORKERS 


@UNITED WE STAND 


Burnley Unite 0176 
May Day 
Greetings 


@®NOTO AUSTERITY 


Unison Greater Manchester 
Community Mental Health 


Socialist Worker readers 


Solidarity on 
May Day from 
health workers 

in Bolton 


(paid by individual donations 


elUNlon 


@KICK THE TORIES OUT! 


@NOTO RACIST 
SCAPEGOATING! 


@A GOVERNMENT FOR 
THE MOS. , NOTTHE 


Solidarity 
May Day greetings 
to Socialist Worker 

readers 
from 
Nigel Coward 


MAY DAY GREETINGS 


May Day greetings from 
Blacklist Support Group 
@End the blacklist 
eked @Justice for blacklisted workers 
Pe The | @No public contracts for 
| blacklisters 
@Expose the human rights 
conspiracy 
@Criminal charges 
@Full public inquiry 
@No justice no peace Baers ret war 
me ss n big bus and union 
blacklistsg@gmail.com ts by Dav e Sith nd 


www.hazards.org/blacklistblog Phil Gha mberlai 


Unite NE/GEO/11 
rr MAY DAY GREETINGS 
TO ALL ITS MEMBERS 


@MAY DAY IS WORKERS DAY 
@WE SUPPORT ALL WORKERS IN 
THEIR STRUGGLE TO BETTER 

THEIR LOT 

@VICTORY TO WORKERS OF ALL 
LANDS IN THE STRUGGLE FOR 
SOCIALISM 

@ARISE YOU WORKERS FOR ALL 
YOU HAVE TO LOSE ARE YOUR 
CHAINS 


baad ce ge 

io bX eho 3 

TELL THENEW. GOV 
‘SAVE OUR|HOSPIT 

[NO TO PRIV TATISATION 


? 


North East Lancashire TUC 


SUPPORT 


Dundee Trades council 


MAYDAY GREETINGS 
FROM DUNDEE TRADES 
UNION COUNCIL 
1867-2015 


Cambridge and District Irades council ABs 
®" TRADES @ 
( UNION ¢ 


\ & 
: B Fa, g 


MAY DAY 
MONDAY 4 MAY, 
11AM-4PM, 
TOWNLEY PARK, 
BURNLEY 


DEFEND 
MIGRANT 
WORKERS 


Hull and District TUC 


MAY DAY 
GREETINGS 


AN INJURY 
TO ONE IS AN 
INJURY TO 
ALL 


Southampton and 
South West Hampshire TUC 


GREETINGS TO ALL 
WORKERS FIGHTING 
AUSTERITY 


JOIN OUR MAY DAY 
RALLY ON 2 MAY 


Plymouth TUC Medway TUC 


SMASH AUSTERITY degli 
SAY NO TO UKIP | 


PRIVATISATION AND 
SAY NO T0 RACISM RACISM 


Waltham hat ) Forest i] 


iar ae FT 
TRADES UAIGH 
Bone 


Newcastle upon Tyne Trades Union Council 


FIGHT THE BENEFIT CUTS, 
END POVERTY PAY 


President: M. Levy 
Secretary: J. Simpkin 


SMASH THE PAY FREEZE! 

DEFEND WHIPPS CROSS 

SCRAP PFI @TAX THE RICH 

DON’T LET THE RACISTS DIVIDE US 


Greenwich and Bexley TUC 


MAY DAY 
0 | GREETINGS 


Colchester and District 
Trades Council 


Brent Irades Union Council Haringey Trades Union Council 


ORGANISE 
PROTEST 
VOTE 


Say no to Tory austerity 


SUPPORT TO 


OT 
ALL THOSE RACISM 


FIGHTING 
AUSTERITY 


WORKERS 
OF THE 
WORLD UNITE 


LESBIANS AND GAYS 
SUPPORT THE MINERS 
1984-2015 = 


Inspired by the film 
‘Pride’? 

30 years ago we 
marched with the 
miners. In 2015 we want | 
to march with you. 

Help us bring the f) 
politics of solidarity back * 
to the Pride march 27 June, central London 

All trade unionists, students and campaigners welcome, 
never mind your sexuality. 

Bring banners, whistles, costumes, placards, friends, family, 
workmates. 

March with us against LGBT oppression, Islamophobia and 
austerity 


For details join our Faceook page LGSM Pride 
2014; follow @LGSMpride. 

Our Trade and Students’ Union resolution 

is at bit.ly/17uoJEb 


Cambridge NUT Solidarity from 
Socialist Worker Socialist Worker 
readers readers in 
sxe lo] am mo) ale (eau Kot=(e1als) gs) 
NO TO INxsvever rol a(eyal 
BASELINE Keep up the fight 
TESTING whoever wins the 
election! 


Islington NUT 


Solidarity greetings to the workers of the 
world from Islington NUT 


D) = | Deo 101 5 1010) 


Lambeth Socialist 
Worker readers 


For a GERM free 
education system NIGHG 
relalemsamsyalemcemaatsy ; 
over-testing of our 

evali(olasyal 


Stoke Newington 
School Socialist 
Worker readers 
me) are] amsvelelers1aceyal 

system that values 

Fell mevayicelasial 


meyanlalt ide) are} 
MOI NI DINIC " solidarity 


bookmarks 


bookmarksbookshop.co.uk 


“You who are hungry, reach 
for a book. It is a weapon’ 
—Bertolt Brecht 


READ, LEARN GCL 
REYNE Ais WISN XONS 
AARNIYOURSELE 


FIGHTAUSTERITY! SAVE 
OUR!|PUBLIC'SERVICES! 


May Day greetings 
to all workers from 
Socialist Worker 
readers in Southwark 


Solidarity from 
Ealing NUT 


= DCL NETO) TS) 
A RIGHT NOT A 


Rise up and fight PRIVILEGE 


austerity and 
foltsxevaiaaliarsialela 


Lancaster, 
Morecambe & 
District 


May Day greetings 
Tiemve)i(er-Tai amigo 
Socialist Worker 
readers in the 

NUT in West and NO TO 
North Yorkshire BASELINE 
TESTING 


No to racist 
scapegoating 


MAY DAY GREETINGS 


May Day 
greetings from 
Glasgow SWSS 


Another world is 
possible. 
All wealth and 


power to the 


the workers’ 
struggle! 


WORKERS OF THE WORLD UNITE 
SOLIDARITY WITH ALL THOSE 
FIGHTING AUSTERITY 


SOCIALIST WORKER 
SUPPORTERS IN THE FBU 


Defend Council Housing PY ta 


May Day 
greetings from 
Kingston SWSS 


Unite the struggles 
to confront Israeli 
apartheid! From a 


the river to the y 


sea, Palestine 
will be free! 


greetings from 
Man Met SWSS 


United we stand. For 
the oppressed 
—against the 
oppressor. 


greetings from 
Manchester Uni 
SWSS 


Stand in solidarity 
with workers! 

No to bigotry, 
racism and the 
scapegoating 

of immigrants! 


Hands 
off our 


@CUT RENTS NOT BENEFITS “= 
@STOP EVICTIONS AND DEMOLITIONS 


Come to the Housing Summit 13 June London 
info@defendcouncilhousing.org.uk 


May Day 
greetings from 
LSBU SWSS 


Solidarity to 
all those fighting 
for a better 


greetings from 
Birkbeck SWSS 


No to austerity, no to war 
and no to racism—one 
solution revolution! 
Students and 

workers unite and 

fight. Tell ‘em 

wahgwan bruv! 


greetings from 
London Met SWSS 


Solidarity to all staff striking 
against attacks on education 
in schools and colleges, and to 
students occupying campuses. 
London Met staff are 

facing job cuts so both LL) 
staff and students b, 
are joining to fight ~ CA 
back to defend 

education for all. 


Greetings 
from 


Sussex SWSS 


Let’s continue the 
fight against racism 
austerity and 

war. Freedom 

for Palestine! 


May Day 
greetings from 
Newcastle and 
Northumbria 
SWSS 


Fight racism 
and austerity 
— freedom for 
Palestine! 


We need to link the student 
struggles on campuses with 
trade unions 

as they fight against 

the same injustices. 
Students and 

workers unite! 


RedStuffShop.com \\ 


Campaign malerials 
jor lhe movemerl 


PCS NEC Left Unity supporters 


May Day greetings 
@Organise against austerity 
@Fight all the cuts 
@For coordinated action to 
defend pay, jobs and services 


PCS National Gallery 


#noprivatisation 
#reinstateCandy 


Thanks to everyone for their 
support during our strikes 


DWP Merseyside May Day greetings 
North from PCS DWP 
Liverpool Branch 
May Day 
greetings to 
workers of the 
world 


End austerity fight 
for every job 


DWP Birmingham South 
Stop the union busting 
No privatisation. 
Reinstate Candy Udwin 


“In memory of Martin Humphries” 


MAY DAY GREETINGS 


Salford City Unison 
Socialist Worker 
readers 


Doncaster Unison Care UK readers and supporters 


May Day greetings 
and solidarity to all 


Thanks to the SWP and Socialist Worker for the invaluable 
support during our 90 strike days. 

We learnt a lot from these great champions of the people. 
Solidarity with the Glasgow Homelessness Caseworkers on 
indefinite strike. 

Keep fighting the cause one and all 


Proud to stand 
up to racism 
and fight 
austerity 


(paid by individual donations) 


South Kirklees Unison 
Gloucestershire SW Socialist Worker 
readers readers 


Glasgow City Unison 
Socialist Worker 


readers 
Victory to the 
Homelessness 
Caseworkers 
Victory to all 
workers in their 
struggles 


b 


Whoever wins the 
election we need 
to fight racism and 
austerity. Solidarity to 
Glasgow Unison and 
National Gallery PCS 


No to austerity 
No to cuts 
Victory to 

Barnet Unison 


Socialist Worker 
readers and 
supporters 
in Camden Unison 


Portsmouth Unison 
Socialist Worker 
readers 


Proud 
support the aoenes 
special local Solidarity 
government with 

conference and workers 
the fight for pay fighting 

in 2015 


(paid by individual ¢ 


Socialist Worker 
readers at 
York council 


MAY DAY 
GREETINGS 


No cuts 
No academies 
No privatisatior 


= ci se 
i SocialisttWorkenreadersiinslowenHamletsUnison 


a 
PCS DfT East a TUS GM Tower Hamte 
Midlands . . 
| 
May Day 
greetings keep 


fighting against 
austerity 


- /* k: 
(paid by,individual{donations) 


MAY DAY GREETINGS 


__ 38th People’s Gala & Demonstrat 


Monday 4th May 2015 


* lan Prowse * Swamp Trash * Max Pashm Band 


» ASSEMBLE: 
» Town Hall 
) 10.30am 


VW) March off at 11am 


© RALLY: 


q New Square 
\ 11.45am 


| 


Christine Blower 
(Gen Sec Aatlonal Union 
of Teachers] 

Lee Barron 
(Secretary of Midlands TUE) 
Shatha Besarani 
|irag! Women's League] 


bee Pye led 


Hat fe. 


Further information: Chesterfield TUC, c/o 34 Glumangate, Chesterfield 
| Tel: 01246 380415 * www.chesterfieldmayday.org.uk 


aN 
CND 


REDBRIDGE CND 


President Darrall Cozens UCU 
Secretary Jane Nellist NUT 


f 
T LATHES ry Vice President: Richard Harty Unison 


PN 


iY EN TRY 


"LNGTY 18 STALNOTH" 


May Day greetings to workers in struggle 
everywhere 
“Workers of the World unite; You have Nothing 
to lose but your Chains.” Karl Marx. 


SOLIDARITY WITH 
ALL He ENEWAL” 
TRIDENT 
AND THE CUTS 


Public Meeting: Prospects 
for Peace following the 
election, 

Speaker Kate Hudson, 

7-8pm, Delegate meetings held every third Thursday of the month at Koco Buildings, Spon 
End, Coventry 
All trade unionists welcome. 


, 
Red Lion Square, London 
For further information contact coventrytuc@gmail.com 


NUJ South 
Yorkshire 
DON’T 
LET THE 
RACISTS DIVIDE US 


MAKE THE 
BOSSES PAY 


London Disabled People Against Cuts 


NUS 


NATIONAL “UNION 


——— F = 


JOURNALISTS 


May Day greetings and solidarity 
to Socialist Worker and all your 
members and supporters from 
London DPAC 


May Day greetings to the readers 


of Socialist Worker from 


Campaign Against 
Time to Act On Climate Change 


Climate Change 

Trade Union group 

For 1 million climate jobs 
www.climate-change-jobs.org 


Stop the War Coalition 
May Day greetings 


Come to our international 
anti-war conference 


Confronting a World at War 
Saturday 6 June 

10am - 5pm 

TUC, Great Russell Street 
London WCIB 3LS 


www.stopwar.org.uk 


NUJ London 


Central Newspapers 


greetings to 
all workers 
in struggle 


University and College Unior 


Socialist Worker 
readers in the 
UCU at Bradford 
College 


Defend further and 
adult education, 
fight together to 

stop the cuts 


e1S 


New College 
Lanarkshire 
Socialist Worker 
readers 
SOLIDARITY 
TO SOCIALIST 
WORKER ALWAYS 
ON THE SIDE OF 
THE WORKERS 


University and College Unior 


MAY DAY GREETINGS 


NUM 


NATIONAL “UNION 


= OF 


JOURNALISTS 


LS SET se a es ss 


e1s 


Edinburgh College 
Socialist Worker 
readers 


THE FIGHT TO 
DEFEND FURTHER 
EDUCATION GOES 

ON 


May Day's Greetings to Socialist Worker readers 
from John Parrington - scientist and author 


jOH® PRARIOGIOM 


oe geneticn helps un udericored 
ifet ae 
nic tcrmoE whet wid 
Tht Ho & arrt Bech 


iechrol Geuanrch, eydiney 


On sale at Bookmarks bookshop and at Marxism 2015 


DEFEND 
COMPREHENSIVE 
EDUCATION 


Anti Academies Alliance 


ww Wn ecienies.org.uk 


University and College Unior 


May Day greetings from UCU Left 


WHATEVER THE NEXT 
GOVERNMENT, FIGHT 
EDUCATION CUTS, DEFEND 
JOBS AND COURSES 


University and College Unior University and College Unior 


UCU Barnsley College 
Socialist Worker readers 


NO TO AUSTERITY, 
NO TO EDUCATION CUTS, 
KEEP UP THE FIGHT WHOEVER 
WINS THE ELECTION 


Socialist Worker 
readers in the 
UCU at Dundee 
University 
Thanks for all your 
support in our strike 
against job cuts 


May Day greetings 
from 
Socialist Worker 
readers at 
Chesterfield 
College 


NO MORE 
JOB CUTS! 


Unite Against Fascism 


November 2014, bringing powerful independent 

films to Birmingham. We showcase socially 

conscious cinema, hosting debates with 

key figures campaigning for change, raising 

awareness and calling people to action. 
Coming in 2016 from lal |med Alert UEIOI 
4WardEver UK ae, |e Peter Pier 
www.redalerthelp.org r ia) PP rt, aowocacy i signpcsting 

| aa) T families and frie nds 
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May Day greetings to all anti-fascists 


CHANGE NEVER HAPPENS’ 
We are a coalition of those affected by deaths in 
police, prison, immigration and psychiatric custody. 
We support others in similar situations. UAF.ORG.UK 
Established in 1997. 
www.uffc-campaigncentral.org 


Justice for Christopher 
Alder Campaign 


@Still fighting 


@No more deaths 
in police custody 


@No to cover ups 
lovemusichateracism.com 
RtE*P*E* ACT 
to all friends 
York Socialist Workers Party 


vee ee Ed Hall Banners 


020 8318 0420 WWW. REPEATEANZINE.CO.UK 
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by RAYMIE KIERNAN 


BRITAIN’S POLITICAL terrain is 
shifting. Neither of the two main 
parties can be sure of gaining 
enough support to win the 
general election outright. 

This continues a long 
term disintegration of their 
membership and support. 

Once most people voted 
Labour or Tory. But many have 
had enough of them serving the 
rich elite instead of the majority. 

Many people don’t even bother 
voting. Others debate how to be 
“tactical” and get the least bad 
option. 

The main parties’ paralysis has 
created space for something else 
to grow. 

For an unnerving number 
of people, that means buying 
into Ukip’s racism and blaming 
migrants for the economic crisis. 

But there is also a surge 
towards more progressive 
arguments. This is clearest in 
Scotland. The Scottish National 
Party (SNP) has quadrupled its 
membership in just six months. 

It now poses as the vehicle for 
the movement that demanded 
social justice and an end to 
austerity during last year’s 
independence referendum. 

The referendum politicised 
huge swathes of society. For once 
people felt they had something to 
vote for. 

That mood hasn’t gone away 
and it isn’t limited to Scotland. 

To a much lesser extent the 
Greens in England and Plaid 
Cymru in Wales are benefitting 
from it too. Their inclusion in the 
TV leaders’ debates helped boost 
the idea of an alternative to the 
austerity consensus. 

Socialists should take 
advantage of this. It creates a 
terrain for our arguments when 
people aren’t all looking in the 
same direction. 

Many people view a tactical 
vote for these parties as a way 


4 

The new political 
mood hasn’t gone 
away—and it isn’t 
limited to 
Scotland 


COMMENT 


We deserve better, 
So lets vote Tor It 


“Cleggmania” ended badly in 2010 


to pull the debate to the left. But 
some of the dangers of this were 
made clear in 2010. 

Thousands “agreed with Nick” 
Clegg rather than back Labour or 
the Tories again. But instead of a 
real alternative they got five years 
of broken promises and Tory-led 
austerity. 

The SNP, Plaid and Greens 
are all pitching well to the left 
of Labour. And it turns out it’s 
popular to oppose cuts and avoid 
racist scapegoating. 

But the generalised anger they 
tap into demands more than the 
milder austerity they can deliver. 


Fright 

Our rulers realise this. Last year’s 
referendum gave them a fright, 
and they worry that the mood 
could go further. 

Unfortunately the left is too 
weak and fragmented to have 
been the main beneficiaries. 
Some wonder if that means votes 
are wasted on a left alternative, 
as it has far less chance of 
winning MPs than other parties. 

But this is a circular argument. 
If we’re too weak to win then 
we're certainly too weak to be 
sending votes to other forces. 

It will make a difference on 
8 May whether it’s David 
Cameron or Ed Miliband forming 
a government. But it also matters 
how big a vote the Trade Unionist 
and Socialist Coalition (TUSC) 
and other left parties can garner. 

It can raise wider arguments 
about capitalism, and boost 
workers’ confidence to fight back. 

The working class deserves 
better than what is on offer. 
Many tactical voters agree. 

Wouldn’t it better to vote for 
what we want than get another 
version of what we don’t? 

Elections aren’t everything. But 
we should use them to strengthen 
our side and weaken theirs—not 
the other way around. 


CREATING 
MONSTERS 


A new film We Are Monster explores the build up to a 
notorious racist murder in Feltham Young Offenders’ 
Institution in 2000. The filmmakers and the uncle of the 
murder victim talk to Simon Basketter 


AHID MUBAREK was 
beaten to death by his 
racist cellmate at west 
London’s Feltham Young 
Offenders’ Institution in 
2000. 

His family have long argued the 
killing was “institutional murder” by 
the Home Office and prison service. 

Director Antony Petrou’s new 
drama We Are Monster charts the 
story. The film is written by and stars 
Leeshon Alexander. 

Leeshon told Socialist Worker, 
“Once you get wrapped up in the sub- 
ject matter you realise this hasn’t been 
talked about for most of a decade. So 
perhaps we can do something useful 
—as well as making a movie we can 
bring it back into public awareness. 

“Hopefully people will talk about 
it and ask, why was this allowed to 
happen? And why has nothing really 
changed?” 

Zahid was serving his first prison 
sentence, for stealing razor blades 
worth £6 and interfering with a vehi- 
cle. He was due to be released on the 
day he was killed. 

Robert Stewart was placed in a 
cell with Zahid. He battered Zahid to 
death while Zahid was asleep. 

Antony said, “We had to be sensi- 
tive and it was a tough process making 
the film. In terms of the language and 


racism we looked at Robert’s letters 
and used them to interpret how he 
would speak and act.” 

Zahid’s family had to campaign for 
years to get an independent inquiry. 
It reported in 2006, showing a bewil- 
dering catalogue of individual and 
systemic shortcomings at Feltham. It 
named and criticised 20 prison offi- 
cials for failing to take action to pre- 
vent Zahid’s death. 

The report, by Justice Keith, criti- 
cised the government for sacrificing 
the welfare of prisoners for votes and 
highlighted 186 failings that led to 
the murder. 

The prison service had 15 chances 
to save Zahid from his killer. It squan- 
dered them all. 

Antony explained how one ele- 
ment of the story had to be changed 
in the film to be made believable. 

“When Robert fashioned the table 
leg as a weapon, he broke a leg off 
so there were only three legs on the 
table,” said Antony. 

“He took one of the legs off and 
pushed that corner into the wall. We 
showed the weapon as a crossbar 
from the middle. 

“I thought the audience wouldn’t 
believe that the guards would go 
in for a cell inspection and not see 
a missing chair leg, but that’s what 
happened.” 


Leeshon Alexander in We are Monster 


Stewart had been implicated in 
a prison killing in 1998 but never 
charged. He bragged of his desire 
to attack black and Asian prison- 
ers. Stewart was found guilty of the 
murder of Zahid and jailed for life in 
November 2000. 

Antony said, “In his letters he 
wrote, ‘I’m going to kill my pad mate, 
I’m going to get a sheet and put holes 
in it and put it over my head’. They 
just ignored that.” 

Leeshon added, “Some of those let- 
ters in the film are exactly what he 
wrote. 

“When I was writing a dialogue 
it was informed by those letters. We 
said early on we weren’t going to 
show the violence but we wouldn’t 
pull any punches in terms of racism. 

“That’s how racists talk—we’re not 
going to pretend they don’t.” 


Plagued 

The report found the prison ser- 
vice was plagued by institutional 
racism. It said the placing of Zahid 
in a cell with a known racist was not 
deliberate but a result of “shocking” 
errors. 

An apparent breakdown in com- 
munications between different sec- 
tions of Feltham meant that crucial 
information about Stewart was mis- 
laid, not passed on or not acted upon. 

Zahid had asked to move cells days 
before his murder, the report found, 
and Stewart was so dangerous he 
should not have shared a cell with 
anyone. 

The probe said there was a 
“real possibility” that a sick game, 
“Gladiator” or “Colosseum”, was 
played at Feltham. 

Unsuitable prisoners were put in 
the same cell to generate fights for 
the entertainment of prison offic- 
ers, who would bet on the results. 
However, the report said that this had 
not occurred in Zahid’s case. 

Duncan Keys, a Prison Officers 
Association official, tried to alert the 
Commission for Racial Equality in 
May 2004 to what had happened. 

He told the inquiry that other 


The report found 
the prison service 
was plagued by 
institutional 
racism 


Inside Feltham 


union officials had effectively told 
him to “shut up”. 

The film focuses on Stewart. 

Leeshon said, “For some people it 
will be a bone of contention with why 
we haven't focused on Zahid. 

There were some issues in terms 
of legalities. 

“Prisoners talked about the gladia- 
tor games, but it was always disputed 
by the officials. So we didn’t do it.” 

Stewart watched Romper Stomper, 
a film about Nazi violence, in 
Feltham. The filmmakers considered 
whether watching films about fascists 
can have an impact in real life. 

Leeshon said, “Robert did watch it 
and he did do the killing. But I think 
he was going to kill someone at some 
point. 

“Importantly there’s an element of 
control with him otherwise he would 
have been stabbing the prison guards. 
I think it was a timebomb that was at 
some point going to go off.” 


Antony added, “We wanted to get 
that in there because he shouldn’t 
have been watching that film at 
Feltham. Some people find it hard 
to believe that someone involved in 
racial violence was watching that.” 

Leeshon said, “We wondered if 
people would say our film is a propa- 
ganda film for the far right. 

“But anyone watching it is not 
going to think that. This won’t con- 
vince a right wing moron not be a neo- 
Nazi either. But it’s not the kind of film 
you watch and don’t have an opinion. 

“The day we had to do the murder 
part was very tough. I didn’t think I 
would get like that. But it sank into 
my head and hit me a little bit, and I 
found it quite hard that day. 

“But the toughest thing for us was 
showing the family. They were the 
most important people.” 

We Are Monster has a cinema release 


on Friday of this week and the DVD is 
out on 11 May 


“Those who are trying to doa 
good job get battered down’ 


AHID’S UNCLE, Imtiaz 

Amin, runs a trust set up 

in memory of his nephew. 

He told Socialist Worker, 
“Some of the momentum went 
after the inquiry. But there is 
more to come out about the 
case.” 

An investigation carried out on 
behalf of Zahid’s family pointed to 
widespread abuse at Feltham. 

More than 90 percent of ethnic 
minority inmates said they had 
either been subjected to abuse or 
witnessed it. 

Many complained of beatings 
and bullying. 

One former inmate said that 
when he arrived at the prison he 
was asked whether he was racist, 
anti-religious or homophobic. 

He said “yes” because he 
thought he would get a single cell. 
He was put into a cell with two 
young black men. 

Imtiaz said, “Last year the 
Inspector of Prisons reported that 
many of the recommendations 
from the inquiry into Zahid’s death 
hadn't been made. 

“Austerity and cuts have made 
this process much harder. 

“After Zahid’s death they did 
spend money on new systems. 

“But that’s no good if nobody is 
using them or is trained to carry 


Over 90 percent 
of ethnic minority 
inmates had been 
subjected to 


abuse 
=] 


them out.” 

Some claim that Feltham has 
changed. But a former Feltham 
prison officer suggests otherwise. 

Peter Hiett came forward 
this month to say inmates were 
ushered into cells padded with 
mattresses and told to fight out 
arguments to entertain the guards. 

They now call it “Fight Club”. 

Hiett also said that in 2012 
senior management set up a 
working party made up of ten 
prison officers. 

It was called the Behaviour 
Management Group and Hiett 
said it had a very specific role—to 
fiddle the assault figures. 


Discrimination 

Imtiaz said, “We have repeatedly 
asked the Ministry of Justice 

to explain whether they have 
eradicated institutional racism. 
They have never been able to 
answer. 

“What we now have is 
institutional discrimination across 
the board. 

“Some 70-75 percent of young 
offenders have mental health 
problems. 

“Those who are trying to do a 
good job get battered down if they 
speak out.” 

Imtiaz has watched We Are 
Monster. He said, “The film is a 
stark reminder of what happened. 

“It didn’t feel like you're 
watching Zahid. 

“But then a moment hits you 
in the heart, reminding me of the 
hole left by Zahid’s death that has 
never been filled. 

“The film makes you angry with 
the authorities that Zahid can be 
forgotten. 

“That's why we need to keep 
raising the issue.” 

For more on the Zahid Mubarek Trust 
go to thezmt.org 
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR 


These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 


INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 

Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and democratically plans how they 
are used. 


REVOLUTION NOT REFORM 
The present system cannot be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say. 

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society. 


THERE IS NO 

PARLIAMENTARY ROAD 

The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers. 

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
aworkers’ militia. 

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system. 


INTERNATIONALISM 

The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries. 

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements. 

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country. 

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
asimilar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference. 


THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY 
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 
Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class. 
We have to prove in practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions. 


To join us, turn to page 16 

or go to www.swp.org.uk 

or phone 020 7819 1170 for 
more information 


WHAT’S ON & 


{ SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS 


BRISTOL 

Fighting racism and 
austerity — where next 
after the elections? 
Thu 14 May, 7.30pm, 
5th Floor, The Canteen, 
Hamilton House, 

80 Stokes Croft, BS1 3QY 
LONDON: SOUTH 
Fighting racism and 
austerity — where next 
after the elections? 
Wed 13 May, 7pm, 

Vida Walsh Centre, 

2b Saltoun Rd (near 
Effra Rd, facing Windrush 
Square), SW2 1EP 
MANCHESTER 

Fighting racism and 
austerity — where next 
after the elections? 
Thu 21 May, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 
6 Mount St, M25NS 


{ SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS 
Weekly meetings to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions. All welcome. 


ABERDEEN 

Is Marxism still relevant? 
Thu 7 May, 7pm, 

The Snug, Mia Cameron’s, 
6-8 Little Belmont St, 
AB101JG 

BOLTON 

Why are there so many 
wars in the Middle East? 
Wed 6 May, 6.30pm, 
Bolton Socialist Club, 

16 Wood St (off 
Bradshawgate), BL1 1DY 
BRADFORD 

After Russell Brand 
releases the Emperor’s 
New Clothes—what would 
real democracy look like? 
Wed 6 May, 7pm, 

Equity Centre, Perkin House, 
82 Grattan Rd, BD1 2LU 
BRIGHTON 

What are the origins 

of May Day? 

Wed 6 May, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 
Ship St, BN1 1AF 

BRISTOL: SOUTH 

How do we solve the 
housing crisis? 

Wed 6 May, 7.30pm, 

YHA, 14 Narrow Quay, 
BS14QA 

CAMBRIDGE 

Fighting racism and 
austerity — where next 
after the election? 

Thu 14 May, 7.30pm, 
Shanghai Family Restaurant, 
39 Burleigh St,CB11DG 
CARDIFF 

May Day —the history of 
international workers day 
Wed 6 May, 7.30pm, 
Cathays Community Centre, 
Cathays Terrace, CF24 4HX 
CHELMSFORD 

How do we fight for 
women’s liberation? 

Thu 21 May, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 
Rainsford Rd, 

CM12QL 

CHESTERFIELD 

How should socialists 
organise today? 

Thu 7 May, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library (enter via 
Cafe Browser), 

New Beetwell St,S40 1QL 
COVENTRY 

Why is the Labour 

Party so right wing? 

Wed 6 May, 7.30pm, 

West Indian Centre, 

159 Spon St, CV13BB 
DERBY 

After the elections— what 
now for socialists? 

Thu 14 May, 7pm, 

West End Community Centre 
(next to Britannia Mill), 
Mackworth Rd, 

DE22 3BL 


MIGRANT LIVES MATTER 


Email your meetings to events@socialistworker.co.uk or phone 020 7819 1170 


SOCIALIST WORKER BRANCH MEETINGS 


Stop the slaughter 


BIRMINGHAM: 

CITY CENTRE 

Thu 14 May, 7pm, 
Priory rooms, 

Quaker Meeting House, 
40 Bull St, B4 6AF 


DONCASTER 

Wed 6 May, 7pm, 
Women’s Centre, 

21 Cleveland St, DN1 3EH 


DORCHESTER 

Socialists and elections 
Sat 9 May, 12 noon, 
Colliton Club (opposite County 
Hall), Colliton Park, 
DT11XJ 

EDINBURGH 
Poplarism—the time 
when Labour councillors 
fought back 

Wed 6 May, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 

7 VictoriaTerrace, EH1 2JL 
GLASGOW:SOUTH 

50 years since his 
assassination—the 
legacy of Malcolm X 

Thu 14 May, 7.30pm, 
Govanhill Baths, 

99 Calder St, G42 7RA 
HUDDERSFIELD 

The Westminster elite —is 
the old party system dying? 
Wed 6 May, 6.30pm, 

Brian Jackson House, 

2 New North Parade (near 
both train and bus stations), 
HD15JP 

IPSWICH 

Why we say that workers 
have the power to 

change the world 

Tue 5 May, 7pm, 

Labour Club, 

33-35 Silent St, IP11TF 
KIRKCALDY 

The Westminster elite —is 
the old party system dying? 
Mon 4 May, 7.30pm, 

Betty Nicol’s Pub, 

297 High St, KY1 1JL 
LANCASTER 

Fighting racism and 
austerity — where next 
after the elections? 

Thu 14 May, 7pm, 

Friends Meeting House 
Meeting House Lane, 
LA11TX 


LONDON:LEWISHAM 

Wed 6 May, 7.30pm, 

West Greenwich Community 
and Arts Centre, 

141 Greenwich High Rd (near 
Greenwich mainline and DLR 
Station), SE10 8JA 


LONDON: 
WALTHAM FOREST 
Wed 6 May, 7.30pm, 


LEICESTER 

Fighting racism and 
austerity — where next 
after the elections? 
Wed 13 May, 7pm, 
Leicester Adult Education 
College, 2 Wellington St, 
LE16HL 

LIVERPOOL 

Fighting racism and 
austerity — where next 
after the elections? 
Thu 14 May, 7pm, 

The Brink Cafe, 

21 Parr St (near Concert 
Square), L14JN 
LONDON: CAMDEN 
Fighting racism and 
austerity — where next 
after the elections? 
Thu 14 May, 7pm, 
Theatro Technis, 

26 Crowndale Rd, 
NW11TT 

LONDON: EALING 
Fracking, capitalism and 
the future of energy 
Wed 6 May, 7.30pm, 

W3 Gallery, 185 High St, 
ActonW3 9DJ 

LONDON: HACKNEY 
Fighting racism and 
austerity — where next 
after the elections? 
Thu 14 May, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel, 

2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd), 
E50PU 

LONDON: HORNSEY 

AND WOOD GREEN 

Are we heading for an 
economic recovery or 
another slump? 

Wed 6 May, 7.45pm, 
West Indian Cultural Centre, 
9 Clarendon Rd, 
Haringey, 

N80DD 


Quaker Meeting House, 
la Jewel Rd (off Hoe St), 
E17 4QU 


MANCHESTER: 
CHORLTON 

Wed 6 May, 7pm, 
Proof Bar, 

30 Manchester Rd, 
M21 0BQ 


LONDON:ISLINGTON 

The Westminster elite —is 
the old party system dying? 
Thu 7 May, 7pm, 

The Old Fire Station, 

84 Mayton St, 

N7 6QT 

LONDON: KINGSTON 

From Malcolm X to 

Black Lives Matter —the 
Civil Rights movement today 
Wed 6 May, 7pm, 

Kingston Quaker Centre, 
Fairfield East, KT1 2PT 
LONDON: NEWHAM 

What woulda 

revolution look like? 

Wed 6 May, 7pm, 

Stratford Advice Arcade, 
107-109 The Grove (next to 
Morrisons car park), E15 1HP 
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS 
Socialists and elections 
Wed 6 May,7pm, 

Oxford House, Derbyshire St 
(opp Bethnal Green Rd Tesco), 
E26HG 


n the Mediterranean 


ROTHERHAM 

Wed 20 May, 7pm, 
Talbot Lane Methodist 
Church, Moorgate St, 
$60 2EY 


WOLVERHAMPTON 
AND WALSALL 

Wed 6 May, 7.30pm, 
Grain Store, King St, 
WV11ST 


MANCHESTER CITY CENTRE 
Malcolm X—the road 

to revolution 

Thu 7 May, 7pm, 

Friends Meeting House, 

6 Mount St, M25NS 
NORWICH 

Still the Enemy Within 
Film showing 

Thu 7 May, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre, 

Johnson Place, NR22SA 
NOTTINGHAM 

After Russell Brand 
releases the Emperor’s 
New Clothes—what would 
real democracy look like? 
Wed 6 May, 7.30pm, 
International Community 
Centre, 61b Mansfield Rd, 
NG13FN 

OXFORD 

The Westminster elite —is 


the old party system dying? 


Wed 6 May, 7.30pm, 
Restore, Manzil Way (off 
Cowley Rd),OX41YH 


PORTSMOUTH 

The vote — how it was won 
and how it was undermined 
Wed 6 May, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown Central, 

Rivers St, PO5 4EY 
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE 
The Westminster elite —is 
the old party system dying? 
Thu 14 May, 7.30pm, 
Central United Reformed 
Church, 60 Norfolk St (near 
the Crucible theatre), S12JB 
YORK 

What is capitalism doing 
to our children? 

Wed 6 May, 7.30pm, 

Sea Horse Hotel, 

4 Fawcett St, YO10 4AH 


{ Evenrs” =} 


NATIONAL 

Marxism 2015 festival 

Thu 9-Mon 13 Jul, 

Central London. 
marxismfestival.org.uk 
DORCHESTER 

Is the electoral system 
fragmenting? 

Sat 9 May, 1.30pm, 

Colliton Club (opposite County 
Hall), Colliton Park, DT1 1XJ 
Organised by Dorset Socialists 
IPSWICH 

May Day Festival 

With bands Hot Tramp, 

Rock Hudsons, JS and the 
Lockerbies, Maddy Carty, 
Plumjam. Speakers include 
David Ellesmere (Labour), 
Donna Guthrie (Barac), Candy 
Udwin (PCS union rep) 

Sun 3 May, 12 noon to 6pm, 
Alexandra Park. 

After Party, 6.15pm to 2am 
ipswichmaydayfestival.co.uk 
LONDON 

Remembering Abdul 

Omer Mohsin 

Meeting and social event 

to celebrate the life of this 
comrade and trade unionist. 
Thu 14 May, 7pm, 

Learie Constantine Centre, 
43-47 Dudden Hill Lane (near 
Dollis Hill station), NW10 2ET 
Organised by Brent Trades 
Council, NW London SWP, 
Unite members and friends 
Asocialist history of the 
French Revolution 

With Mitchell Abidor, 
translator of the books 

by Jean Jaures. 

Tue 26 May, 6.30pm, 
Bookmarks Bookshop, 

1 Bloomsbury St, 

London WC1B 3QE. 
Admission £2. Call 020 7637 
1848 to reserve your place. 
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk 


BOOKMARKS thesocialist bookshop 


1 Bloomsbury Street, LondonWC1B 3QE @ 020 7637 1848 @ bookmarksbookshop.co.uk 
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Motown was always about 
more tnan just love songs 


Music journalist Stuart Cosgrove talks about his book Detroit ’67, the first of 
a trilogy exploring US soul music’s links to radical struggles against racism 


THIS IS your first music book. What 
lies behind Detroit 67, and why do 
you think the city is significant to 
soul music and the political upheav- 
als of the time? 


The main thing is my lifetime passion 
for the music of Detroit and soul in 
particular. 

The city also has a unique political 
and cultural place in North America, 
and is different from other US cities. 

It had a majority black population 
like Washington and New York both 
have, but Detroit was the great indus- 
trial city. 

Following the war the “great 
migration” was very important to 
Detroit, when large numbers of black 
people moved from the segregated 
rural south to the north. 

And because of the car plants and 
arms factories it was one of the most 
industrialised and militant cities. 

There were militant political dis- 
putes in the car plants. 

Yet by 1967 that was all breaking 
up—and that’s fascinating to study. 


Figures that feature in the book, 
such as journalist John Sinclair, 
were more political than record 
label Motown’s head Berry Gordy. 
So why do you think Motown’s 
music fitted the mood? 


Motown was so significant because it 
was a black-owned company. 

It wasn’t reliant on interests from 
outside, but owned lock, stock and 
barrel by Berry Gordy and the Gordy 
family. 

You had guys such as John Sinclair, 


THE URBAN uprising spreads to Detroit in July 1967 


who was part of the counter culture 
that was sweeping across the world 
during that time. 

In contrast, Gordy was not political 
or part of that counter culture. 

But Motown was making more 
of a political statement by being a 
black- owned company. 


How did the two link together? 


Politics is one thing that makes 
Detroit different. There was a work- 
ing class culture that was radical and 
revolutionary. 

In 1967, the Dodge Revolutionary 
Union Movement (Drum) was already 


beginning. Militants such as general 
Gordon Baker had been in Cuba as 
part of the radical left movement. 

They then set up revolutionary 
cadres in Detroit. 

It was one of the places where the 
Black Panther Party didn’t have such 
a prominent status, because Detroit 
already had a revolutionary indus- 
trial movement. 

One thing that excited me wasn’t 
just the counter culture but the city’s 
alternative history. 


You’ve used personal accounts and 
archives to research the book. Is 
there anything that surprised you? 


Motown music is always portrayed as 
just about love, but its artists were 
always engaged with politics. 

There was a lot of support for the 
Civil Rights movement. 

For instance, the singer Kim 
Weston was part of raising money 
for the voter registration drives in 
the South. 

I wasn’t really surprised. But that 
people were doing this hasn’t really 
been written about before. 


What’s next for the trilogy? 


The next book is Memphis ’68, set 
between the deaths of Otis Reading 
and Martin Luther King. 

Then it’s Harlem ’69 on how New 
York was changing and the end of 
1960s soul. 


Longer version at socialistworker.co.uk 
Detroit 67: The Year That Changed Soul 
by Stuart Cosgrove, 

£18, Clayton Media, out now 


Politics is ripe for satire—so why is TV falling short? 


UR AY RYO) 


BALLOT MONKEYS 

Written by Andy Hamilton and 
Guy Jenkin 

Channel 4 


IF ONE thing is proving 
predictable about the 
general election, it’s the 
tedium. 

But the establishment’s 
austerity and racism 
consensus is ripe to be 
skewered. 

Cue Channel 4’s Ballot 
Monkeys. It’s based 
around the four main 
parties in their battle 
buses. How could that not 


their austerity plans. And 
the Lib Dems complain 
that they get no coverage 
in the press apart from 
their tuition fees sellout. 

Labour intern Conor 
(Theo Barklem-Biggs), 
who’s “definitely” on the 
Living Wage, spends his 
time producing memes of 
Ed Miliband murdering his 
brother David. 

After all, how could 
anyone describe a 
fratricidal party leader as 
“indecisive” or “inept”? 

Ukip gets a slapstick 
treatment. 

But there’s a problem in 
emphasising the struggle 


to reign in the buffoonish 
“extremist” bigots such as 
Kate (Sarah Hadland). 
While it points to Nigel 
Farage’s fear of being 
branded racist, it plays 
down his own agenda. 


_| ne a = 
Aping the politicians? Ballot Monkeys on Channel 4 


Farage’s racism. 


Large parts of Ballot 
Monkeys is written on the 
day to make it up to date. 

So the first episode 
referred to John Major’s 
speech, Lib Dem Paddy 


about migrants being 
“Labour’s floating voters”. 

This is perhaps why 
it doesn’t quite work as 
satire—the real time bits 
don’t escape the reality of 
the general election. 

In contrast, The Thick 
of It was able to lampoon 
the New Labour years 
and the beginnings of the 
Coalition. 

It criticised the 
managerial nature of 
neoliberal politics—and 
was entirely believable. 

War criminal Henry 
Kissinger winning the 
Nobel Peace Prize couldn’t 
kill satire. 


AYO IS 


WHITLIT—WHITSTABLE 
LITERARY FESTIVAL 
Directed by Victoria Falconer 
Whitstable Library, 
Whitstable CT5 1DB. 

9-17 May 

Tickets for events £5 

For the full timetable go to 
whitlit.co.uk 


THIS YEAR’S Whitstable 
Literary Festival is putting on 
a number of events that will 
give an insight into Kent’s 
radical history. 
First up, is Telling it like it 
was—Coal mining in Kent. 
Former miners turned 
authors Keith Owen and 
Ross Llewellyn will appear 
alongside film maker 
Sarah Brinicombe to tell 
the story of Kent’s mining 
communities. 
Meanwhile, Riots, Rebels 
and Revolutionaries will 
look at political protest and 
revolutionary upheavals in 
Britain, and particularly in 
Kent. 
Former editor of Spare 
Rib magazine Sue O'Sullivan 
will join a panel discussion 
in Making Trouble—feminism 
then and now, to discuss 
what women’s liberation 
means today. 


THEATRE 


LIGHT SHINING IN 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 
Written by Caryl Churchill 
National Theatre, 

London SE1 9PX. 

Until 22 June 

Tickets from £15 
nationaltheatre.org.uk 


LIGHT SHINING in 
Buckinghamshire is set in 
the 1640s and focuses on the 
English Revolution. 

The play’s name is taken 
from a pamphlet by the 


National Theatre banner 


Diggers. 

This movement took 
over land and tried to build 
communistic communities 
without private property. 

It also deals with the 
Levellers, who tried to push 
for more democratic rights. 

But these groups quickly 
came up against the block on 
the parliamentarian side. 

The dominant narrative 
is that the civil war was just 
about MPs and the king. 

But this play firmly 


be funny? 
Labour’s inept and the 
Tories are trying to spin 


of “moderates” such as 
head of communications 
Gerry Stagg (Andy Nyman) 


ITV’s puppet show 
Newzoids is far better 
in pointing the finger at 


Ashdown calling the Tories 
“bastards” on TV and 
Ukip’s racist comments 


Let’s hope this general 
election doesn’t either. 
Tomas Tengely-Evans 


puts class struggle from 
below back into the English 
Revolution. 


N BRITAIN scape- 

goating migrants 

often goes hand in 

hand with bashing 

the European Union 

(EU). The racist Ukip 
party is even named after 
its demand for “independ- 
ence” from Europe. 

So it can seem that beat- 
ing the bigots means defend- 
ing European integration. 

Even some trade union 
leaders argue the EU rep- 
resents international 
solidarity. 

But it’s hard to square 
this with horrific images of 
drowning refugees. 

The Spanish state has 
made its African territo- 
ries’ borders with Morocco a 
deathtrap, with long break- 
waters that force anyone 
trying to cross it to swim 
much further. 

Border guards shot and 
killed at least 11 swimmers 
last February. 

Many refugees who survive 
the crossing from Libya into 
Italy are detained in a former 
US air base. 

In Greece, anti-racists and 
anti-capitalists were protesting 
against “Fortress Europe” as its 
leaders held their emergency 
summit on the Mediterranean 
crisis last Thursday. 

Leading activist Petros 
Constantinou told Socialist 
Worker, “There is a very direct 
relationship between the EU and 
the mass murder of refugees.” 


Imprison 

He explained, “In 2008 the EU 
pushed directives that require 
governments to close borders, 
open detention centres and 
imprison refugees for 18 months. 
It practically cancelled the right 
to asylum in southern Europe. 

“The Greek government 
voted for this. Then it built 
a wall along the Evros river 
between Greece and Turkey, 
stopping refugees from crossing 
on foot and forcing them into 
the boats. This is why so many 
have drowned. 

“They built concentration 
camps. People fleeing wars are 
harassed by police, rounded up, 
and tortured.” 

Another EU directive makes 
airlines financially liable if they 
carry “illegal” foreign nationals 
into member states. 

In theory this excludes 
refugees, but in practice the dis- 
tinction is meaningless. This 
stops refugees reaching Europe 
comparatively cheaply and 
safely by plane. 

These tougher external bor- 
ders have been the flip side 
of the Schengen agreement, 
the process of abolishing 
border controls between many 
European countries. 

Britain doesn’t take part 
in Schengen, and has its own 
“wall of shame” around the port 
of Calais in northern France. 

The pressures for states to 
cluster together in regional 
blocs—and the obstacles to 
them doing this—are one of 
the defining issues of today’s 
politics. This reflects long term 


ITALIAN STREET artist Blu’s take on Fortress Europe ona EU borde 


SMASH 
FORTRESS 
EUROPE 


Dave Sewell looks at how racist scapegoating and migrant 
deaths are bound up with the bosses’ European Union— 
and argues the alternative lies in workers’ solidarity 
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developments in capitalism. 

Capitalism is built on con- 
tradictions. One of them is that 
competition is central to the 
system, but it tends to create 
monopolies as successful firms 
swallow up weaker ones. 

The state has always been 
integral to capitalism, and is 
shaped by all its contradictions. 

One if its many roles is to use 
its military or diplomatic might 
to help firms based in its territory 
out-compete their foreign rivals. 

In this way competition 


Years of 
Islamophobia 
laid the ground 
for Farage’s 
scapegoating 
SESS 


r wall in Morocco in north Africa 


between firms can spill over 
into competition between 
states. 

But since the 1970s huge 
“multinational” firms began to 
dominate Europe’s economy. 

They still need states. But 
they seek markets bigger than 
most individual states can 
provide. 

And facing different curren- 
cies and regulations in each 
place they operate can be an 
obstacle to maximising profit. 

Meanwhile, small states with 


vanishing empires feared losing 
out to the superpowers. 

These two pressures have 
driven Europe’s rulers towards 
integration—from unifying the 
coal and steel industries across 
six countries in 1952 through to 
today’s host of EU institutions. 

The logic has only grown 
more compelling, but the pro- 
cess has never been smooth. 

Bosses in different industries 
have different priorities, particu- 
larly in the short term, and com- 
pete to impose them on the state. 

Part of the state’s role is to 
override these internal rivalries 
with a long term, national capi- 
talist strategy. 

But the EU lacks the coher- 
ence to do this. As well as 
competing bosses it faces 
27 state bureaucracies vying to 
put their economies on top. 

Deeper political integration 
could help Germany’s rulers 
gain international influence. 
But those of Britain and France 
fear losing influence outside 
Europe in their old empires. 

Only 1 percent of Britain’s 
top bosses supported leaving 
the EU in a recent poll, but 
almost half wanted to “reform” 

it into something looser. 


ITY bankers 
need the pound 
to remain a 
major currency. 
Arms manu- 
facturer BAE 
considers its “home markets” 
to be Britain, Australia, India, 
Saudi Arabia and the US. 

And small firms worry that 
more international competition 
would see them gobbled up. 

But many manufacturing 
and distribution firms operate 
across Europe and would ben- 
efit from closer integration. 

States overcome some of 
these problems by cultivating a 
sense of national identity. 

As well as imposing shared 
interests on competing firms, 
it helps trick workers into iden- 
tifying with their own bosses 
instead of workers abroad. 

This is central to the vicious 
double game the bosses play 
with migrants. 

Socialist author Jane Hardy 
explained, “They have sought 
to balance the need for migrant 
workers to fuel expansionary 
periods of capitalism against 
picking up the bill for repro- 
ducing and maintaining these 
workers.” 

Revolutionary Karl Marx 
described the bosses’ need for 
“a reserve army of labour’— 
people who can be hired and 
fired according to the season or 
the state of the economy. 

Bosses scare their employees 
into taking worse conditions by 
threatening to replace them with 
these unemployed workers. 

Immigration also lets them 
dodge “the costs of renewing 
the labour force”. 

The state hasn’t paid for 
migrants’ education or early 
years care, and often excludes 
them from benefits and public 
services. 

But at the same time our 
rulers hound migrants with 
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racism and discriminatory 
rules. This helps bully them 
into accepting lower wages 
and pushes pay down across 
the board. 

Workers can only fight this 
by organising together, so they 
try to divide settled workers 
against migrants to stop this. 

This ideological baggage 
can frustrate the process of 
European integration. 


Express 

EU leaders often express frus- 
tration when eurosceptic 
politicians attack workers from 
Europe. 

Many see a compelling case 
for expanding the EU east- 
wards, and are horrified by the 
scapegoating of migrants from 
these countries. 

But they have helped foster 
the racism it draws upon. 

The lies they use about the 
effects of immigration from 
outside Europe don’t stop at its 
border, whether that’s bogus 
claims about wages or attacks 
on multiculturalism. 

Bringing ideas that dehu- 
manise one group into the 
mainstream creates a space for 
other types of racism to follow. 

Years of Islamophobia and 
scares about asylum seek- 
ers laid the ground for Nigel 
Farage’s attack on Romanians. 

And racist ideas underpin the 
whole European project. 

The name Mediterranean— 
meaning the middle of the 
world—reflects the way that sea 
links its shores together. 

Greece, Spain and Italy have 
as much shared culture and his- 
tory with North Africa and the 
Middle East as they do with 
northern Europe. 

But the EU has turned it into 
a dividing line. 

Petros said, “There’s an 
Islamophobic argument that 
being in Europe is being part of 
the civilised world against the 
non developed world. 

“Even under the left govern- 
ment, foreign minister Nikos 
Kotzias called on the EU to sup- 
port Greece so the ‘jihadis’ don’t 
get into Europe. 

“Now the debate is about get- 
ting other European countries 
to share the ‘burden’ of refu- 
gees. These are both reaction- 
ary arguments. Refugees aren’t 
a problem. We want to welcome 
them.” 

This shapes how socialists 
relate to the EU. 

Petros argued, “When gov- 
ernments play the racism and 
scapegoating card, they feed 
the far right. 


EU leaders hold a 
minute’s silence 
for migrants 
murdered by 
their immigration 
controls (top) 

The Mediterranean 
is both a major 
shipping route for 
capitalists and 

a mass grave of 
migrants (bottom) 


“But they back up their words 
with racist measures that come 
from the EU. You can’t look to 
the EU institutions to oppose 
them because they have all the 
same problems. 

“The blackmail to make 
Greece continue with austerity 
comes hand in hand with racism 
pushing to keep refugees out. 

“It comes with European 
imperialist military interven- 
tions. The solution is the same. 
We have no reason to compro- 
mise with the EU.” 

In Britain, calls to leave the 
EU come from the right. 

But international solidarity 
means standing with the work- 
ers the EU helps exploit and the 
refugees it locks out—not the 
bosses it enriches. 

That’s the argument that nei- 
ther Ukip’s bigots nor Europe’s 
rulers can stand. 


READ MORE 


@Migration, migrant 
workers and capitalism 
by Jane Hardy 
International Socialism 
journal (ISJ) 122 
tinyurl.com/mhe33ns 


@The state and capitalism 
today 
by Chris Harman in ISJ 51 
tinyurl.com/k/yntp5 


Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 


@The euro crisis and Phone 020 7637 

the future of European 1848 or go to 
integration bookmarksbookshop. 
by Christakis Georgiou ISJ | co.uk 


128 tinyurl.com/mkkotrw 
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WHAT SOCIALISTS SAY 


Immigration controls 
Should be abolished 


Workers have no 
interest in maintaining 
controls on migration 
—they exist to protect 
the powerful and 
should be scrapped 


POLITICIANS SAY we must 
“control” immigration. They 
warn that, without controls, so 
many people would come to 
Britain that society wouldn’t 
function and services would 
collapse. 

Yet controls haven’t always 
existed. Restrictions on 
migration emerged in the 20th 
century. 

The first immigration 
controls were introduced in 
Britain in 1905. Before that 
anyone could come here, if they 
had the means to. This didn’t 
lead to a mass influx of people. 

It isn’t true that the world’s 
population would flock to 
Britain given half a chance. 

People migrate to flee 
persecution and war but also 
to make a better life. 

That’s why immigration 
falls during recessions and 
rises in boom times. People 
have always migrated and 
capitalism encourages it. 


Numbers 

Immigration controls aren’t 
linked to actual numbers of 
migrants. Instead our rulers 
use them for their economic 
and political ends. 

The same bosses and 
politicians who whip up panic 
over immigration encourage 
migrants when it’s good for 
business. 

As the Industrial Revolution 
swept Britain in the 19th 
century Britain’s rulers didn’t 
impose controls because they 
needed more workers. But at 
the turn of the century Britain 
faced economic crisis. 

Bosses needed fewer 
workers and migrant workers 
led strikes to defend jobs. 
Some people emigrated. And 
a 1903 Royal Commission 
found the number of migrants 
in Britain was small compared 
with other European countries. 

Yet the ruling class whipped 
up a panic with lies about 
immigration and brought in 
the 1905 Aliens Act. 

And as Britain’s boom 
slowed in the 1960s more 
people left Britain than entered 


WHO BENEFITS from racist scapegoating? 


AT A GLANCE 


All the racist tosh about 

the need for immigration 
controls can make it hard to 
see how to do without them 


®But for most of Britain's 
history they didn’t exist 
®@Controls were first 
introduced in 1905 
®Bosses and politicians 
both encourage migration 
but whip up racism against 
migrants to divide workers 
@\t helps the rich if ordinary 
people blame migrants for 
inequality instead of them 


it. This didn’t stop politicians 
arguing for harsher controls. 

The 1905 Act, like all 
immigration controls, was 
racist. It targeted Jewish 
migrants from eastern 
Europe—or as Liberal MP 
Cathcart Watson described 
them, the “refuse and scum of 
other nations”. 

The Act talked of keeping 
out “undesirable aliens”. 
This encouraged disgusting 
comments such as that from 
Tory MP W Hayes Fisher, who 
attacked “pauper and diseased 


People 
suffering 
poverty and 
war have the 
right to escape 
SSS SSeS 


alien immigrants”. 

The ruling class continued 
to use controls to stir up 
racism. A cabinet committee 
set up by the Labour Party in 
1951 pointed out that they 
would “as a general rule, 
be more or less confined to 
coloured persons”. 

And Labour home secretary 
Merlin Rees admitted in 1978 
that controls were aimed at 
blocking “coloured” migrants. 

The bosses and the rich are 
responsible for workers’ poor 
conditions and overstretched 
services, not migrants. 

For instance, migrant 
workers could be employed 
to expand key services that all 
workers rely on. 

Yet those services strain at 
the seams because they aren’t 
funded properly. 


Blame 

However many migrants 
come to Britain they will not 
be to blame for the lack of 
services, housing or jobs that 
all workers face. But it helps 
the rich if ordinary people 
blame migrants instead of 
them. 

Socialist Worker is against 
all controls. We think people 
suffering poverty and war have 
every right to try and escape— 
and that workers should be 
free to go where they want. 

Immigration controls hurt 
poor people while the rich can 
go where they like. 

Controls divide working 
class people and encourage 
us to see other workers as 
enemies instead of allies. 

They exist to protect the 
power and privilege of the 
rich, and we should scrap the 
lot. 
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Don’t let the National Gallery 


become a bosses’ playground 


The National Gallery provides free access to art for all. But its millionaire trustees want to 
privatise staff and cater to the rich—and workers are fighting back, writes Annette Mackin 


FOR BOSSES at the National 
Gallery, image is everything. 

They trade off of the gallery’s rep- 
utation as a free institution accessi- 
ble to everyone—not just those at the 
top. They proudly boast, “The paint- 
ings are owned by the public”. 

But workers at the gallery know 
this is a lie. As one told Socialist 
Worker, “The gallery is only public in 
name. When the doors close it’s the 
rich’s private playground.” 

The workers are fighting plans to 
privatise 400 out of 600 staff. 

Director Nicholas Penny plans to 
put visitor services out to tender just 
days before the election. 

Bosses have justified the outsourc- 
ing plans as a way to increase access 
to the gallery’s collections. 

But this doesn’t mean better access 
for ordinary people or more educa- 
tional trips for schools. It means driv- 
ing down pay and conditions. 


Royalty 

This includes putting on more tick- 
eted events and making staff work 
late for less to facilitate private func- 
tions for the gallery’s super-rich spon- 
sors, royalty and politicians. 

It costs £35,000 to be a National 
Gallery sponsor and have exclusive 
access to it as a venue. 

Current sponsors and partners 
include oil and gas firm Shell, finance 
company Credit Suisse and invest- 
ment bank Axa. 

And one of the Gallery’s trustees— 
hedge fund boss and Tory party 
patron Sir Michael Hintze—paid 
£2.5 million to have a room named 
after him and his wife Dorothy. 

Meanwhile the gallery’s educa- 
tional department has faced years of 
cutbacks. Yet bosses could spend up to 


Showing the 


STRIKES HAVE forced bosses 

to promise to pay National 
Gallery workers the London 
Living Wage. 

The gallery was the only 
museum in London not to pay it. 

But not even this is 
guaranteed—and if privatisation 
goes ahead pay could be driven 
down further. 

A serious escalation of strikes 
is needed to beat privatisation 
and win reinstatement for Candy 
Udwin. Solidarity will be crucial. 

Strikers have already been 
invited to speak at union and 
campaign meetings around 
Britain. 

During a strike last month, 
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NATIONAL GALLERY workers on the picket line in Trafalgar Square 


£1 million bringing in private security 
firm CIS to run services. 

One worker said, “Think of what 
we could do with that money in the 
educational department or for crea- 
tive ideas to get people to come to the 
gallery who wouldn’t normally come. 

“All the bosses are interested in is 
for the workers to be completely flex- 


resistance 


PCS members in Birmingham put 
on a special event for people to 
meet National Gallery strikers. 
They raised some £700 for the 
strike fund—part of £3,000 
raised for the strike fund last 
week. 

Strikers also went to talk to 
a meeting of council workers 
in the Unison union in Barnet, 
north London. They also plan to 
strike against outsourcing this 
week (see page 19). 

One striker told Socialist 
Worker, “People say they are very 
inspired by what we’re doing, by 
going out on strike and showing 
resistance to what’s happening 
here at the gallery.” 


ible so the rich can come and eat their 
canapes and drink their champagne.” 

But staff at the gallery have fought 
back with strikes, completing their 
22nd walkout on Friday of last week 
with a national day of collections. 

They planned another walkout on 
Friday of this week. 

The action has rattled the bosses 


’ i 
i | a 

a 4A 
wiv 


| 
ee 


Picture: Guy SMALLMAN 


who suspended PCS union rep 
Candy Udwin on the eve of their first 
five-day strike in January. 

But Candy has been with strikers 
on every picket line. 

And workers warn management 
that if the privatisation plans are not 
halted they will escalate action after 
the election. 


How to help the strikers 


SIGN THE PCS union’s open 

letter against the 
privatisation at action.pcs.org. 
uk/page/speakout/open-letter- 
to-the-director-of-the-national- 
gallery 


INVITE SPEAKERS to speak 
at your union meetings 
ngnotforsale.wordpress.com 


MAKE DONATIONS to the 

strike fund to sort code 
08/60/01 and account no 
20169002. Cheques to PCS 
Culture Media and Sport 
Association, c/o PCS North West 
Region, Jack Jones House, 
1 Islington, Liverpool L3 8EG 
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Victimised union rep Candy Udwin 


A rogues 
gallery of 
trustees 


WORKERS AT the 

National Gallery are 
taking on a Board of 
Trustees whose joint 
personal wealth runs 
into the billions—and 
whose influence extends 
far. 

Thirteen super-rich 
bosses sit on the 
board, appointed by 
the prime minister. 

These include former 
Bank of England boss 
Sir Mervyn King or, as 
he’s also known, Baron 
King of Lothbury. 

King retired after 
quitting as Bank of 
England governor, 
pocketing a 
£6.2 million pension 
paid for by the public. 

David Cameron 
also approved the 


On at 1 era] i 
Bro fT 
‘| TF an. 


al fi 
Astriker’s placard 


appointment of 
accountant Charles 
Sebag-Montefiore as 
a trustee in 2012. 

Back in 2006 
Sebag-Montefiore 
hosted a dinner party 
at his Kensington 
house for just eight 
guests—among them 
were Cameron, Michael 
Gove and Prince 
Charles and Camilla. 

Workers can beat 
National Gallery 
bosses despite their 
huge wealth. 

As one worker 
said, “We have to 
take them on. 

“They can’t have it 
their own way—we 
have to resist them.” 
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REPORTS 


IN BRIEF 


Left does well at 
NUS elections 


THE NATIONAL Union of 
Students held its national 
conference last week. 

A motion on free 
education was passed almost 
unanimously. Four of the 
six full time positions up for 
election were won by the left. 


Freedom Riders in 
free travel protest 


SOME 30 Barnsley 
pensioners protested at the 
South Yorkshire Transport 
Committee on Monday of 
this week to demand Labour 
reinstate free train travel. 
They agreed to organise 
for a big demonstration in 
Sheffield on 23 June. 


Workers want their 
share of ITV profits 


NUJ AND Bectu union 
members at ITV are balloting 
for strikes over pay. They 
overwhelmingly rejected a 
below-inflation pay rise of 
2 percent earlier this year. 

ITV profits soared last year 
to £712 million. The ballot ends 
on Wednesday of next week. 


Ballot begins over 
Network Rail pay 


THE RMT rail union is urging 
a yes vote for strikes and 
action short of strikes at 
Network Rail after bosses 
failed to improve a pay offer. 
The ballot of 16,000 

members runs from Tuesday 
of this week until 12 May. 


Smurfit Kappa reps’ 
deal after strikes 


THE UNITE union’s dispute 
with packaging firm Smurfit 
Kappa in Northampton has 
ended with the reinstatement 
of union rep Geoff Butcher. 
Another rep, Paul Metcalfe, 
has now been granted a 
severance package. 


Cleaners’ steward 
awaits appeal result 


RMT UNION cleaners’ rep 
Clara Osagiede was awaiting 
the outcome of an appeal 
against her sacking by 
Interserve bosses as Socialist 
Worker went to press. 


Strikes at Scottish 
Power over changes 


SOME 1,200 GMB and Unite 
union members at Scottish 
Power are balloting to strike 
over enforced changes to 
working practices and terms 
and conditions. The ballot 
ends on 14 May. 


Boat dwellers fight 
new eviction policy 


A CANAL and Rivers Trust 
(CRT) boss was grilled by 
members and supporters of 
the National Bargee Travellers 
Association at a meeting last 
week. 

A new CRT policy could see 
many boat dwellers evicted. 


WORKERS’ MEMORIAL DAY 
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REFUSE WORKERS 


Barking workers say 
no way to cuts in pay 


a TOMAS TENGELY-EVANS 


REFUSE LORRY drivers in 
Barking and Dagenham, 
east London, were set to 
strike for eight days from 
Friday of this week. 

The GMB union members 
are striking because council 
bosses are trying to slash their 
pay by £1,000 a year. 

Strikers spoke to Socialist 
Worker during a two-day 
walkout last week. 

Jacob said, “The strike is 
very well supported—we’re 
determined to stop the attack.” 


James added “If we lose, 
then future generations who 
haven’t even started working 
here will lose out.” 

The pay cut is part of the 
plan to reduce the “pre start” 
time when drivers do health 
and safety checks. “You just 
can’t do a health and safety 
check in 15 minutes,” Jacob 
said. 

“There’s a lot of 
responsibility when you take 
the lorry out. You know what 
happened in Scotland with the 
bin crash—we don’t want that 
happening again.” 

Workers know that if bosses 


push through this attack, they 
will come for more. 

“There’s definitely more to 
it,” Tom said. “We’re employed 
by Barking and Dagenham 
Council. But we know that 
the way to ‘cut costs’ is always 
outsourcing in the end.” 

Bosses agreed to talks at the 
Acas conciliation service, but 
refused to meet directly with 
the workers. This battle against 
council cuts is becoming a 
fault line in the fight against 
austerity. 

@Names have been changed. 
Send solidarity messages to 
gmb@gmbbarkingb10.org.uk 


BUS DRIVERS 


BUS DRIVERS began a 
48-hour strike at First 
Bradford on Monday 
of this week. 

The Unite union 
members walked out 
over the imposition of 
rosters and attacks on 
terms and conditions. 

The strike was solid. Over 
50 workers were on the 


Drivers on strike in Bradford 
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first picket line. Workers 
say the company has run 
down the Bradford depot 
over the last few years and 
routes have been farmed out 
to Halifax and Leeds in an 
attempt to reduce wages. 
Steve Johnston 

@Read more about the strike 
and send solidarity messages 
at firststrikebradford.com 


CWU CONFERENCE 


Workers want to end union’s Labour 


DEBATES AT the 
Communication Workers 
Union (CWU) conference 
began in Bournemouth 
last Sunday. They reflected 
anger at racism and the 
union’s relationship to 

the Labour Party. 

Six motions challenged 
the CWU’s funding and 
support for the Labour Party. 

But all fell when delegates 
voted to allow the CWU to 
redirect some of its general 
political fund to the Trade 
Union and Labour Party 
Liaison Organisation (Tulo). 

South Central Postal 
branch political officer 
Paul Garraway argued, 
“This motion recognises 
that a great number of our 
members do not wish their 
money to go to the Labour 


Party. It seeks to give them 
that money through the 
back door through Tulo.” 
Debate also reflected 
the broader political 
crisis affecting Labour’s 
support. Last year’s 
Scottish referendum 
saw a huge turnout. 
Kevin Logan from 
Scotland No 2 branch 
said, “The reasons for this 
turnout are simple—people 
in Scotland are angry. That 
anger needs to be harnessed 
and directed at those 
responsible for the austerity 
that we are now facing.” 
Delegates backed calling 
for a Labour government to 
renationalise Royal Mail. 
Moving the motion, Simon 
Midgley said, “In September 
2013 as a result of our 


CWU campaign the Labour 
Party conference voted 
unanimously to renationalise 
Royal Mail.” But Labour’s 
leadership ignored it. 
Simon argued, “If we are 
to get more than a few fine 
sounding words in a motion 
at Labour Party conference, 
we must campaign for 
those fine sounding words 
to be put into action”. 
Discussion also reflected 
anger at racism. A motion 
recognising “the number 
of deaths amongst people 
in the UK who come into 
contact with the police” 
was passed overwhelmingly. 
Affiliation to Stand up 
to Ukip was accepted 
by the executive. 
Nick Clark 
@More at socialistworker.co.uk 


EDUCATION 


Strike defends colleagues 


a MARTIN EMPSON 


UCU UNION members at 
Salford University struck last 
week in support of two trade 
unionists who were sacked 
last December and refused 
the right to appeal. 

Both had spoken out 
against restructuring at the 
university. 

The UCU believes they 
were targeted because of 
their union roles. 

Neither has a blemish on 
their work record. Pickets 
were angry at how bosses 
had treated them. 

One striker told Socialist 
Worker, “There is a climate 
of uncertainty and fear in the 
university. 

“This has tipped people 
over the edge and they are 
keen to show solidarity.” 
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On the picket line last week 


Several strikers said many 
who had never taken action 
before joined the strike. 

Chris, the senior vice 
president of the UCU branch, 
told Socialist Worker the 
union was prepared to do 
everything to get the workers 
reinstated. 

She said, “What’s the 
use being in a union if the 
union doesn’t stand up for its 
members and ideals?” 


GREENWICH COLLEGE 


WORKERS AT Greenwich 
College in south London 
were set to strike on Friday 
of this week over new 
contracts that slash holidays, 
impose longer hours and 
bring in unannounced 
teaching observations. 

Workers struck for two 
days last week. At a recent 
union meeting they called 
for a four-day strike to begin 
on Tuesday of next week. 

A strikers’ meeting last 
week unanimously backed 
a statement reading, “UCU 
members of this branch 


will not accept the bullying, 
threatening and divisive 
tactics of management.” 

It also insisted that the 
union “action the strike 
agreed” for next week. 

College bosses have sent 
a letter to UCU members 
asking them to sign the new 
contracts. Workers met on 
Monday of this week and 
overwhelmingly voted not 
to sign them. Talks at Acas 
were set to take place on 
Thursday of this week. 
@Send messages of support to 
lynne.windeatt@btinternet.com 


EDUCATION ROUND UP 


MTEACHERS AND parents 
lobbied the annual 
general meeting of private 
education firm Pearson 
on Friday of last week. 
They opposed the 
involvement of business 
in education and the idea 
that education can be 
used to make profit. 
@More info tactyc.org.uk and 
toomuchtoosoon.org 


Fight cuts, 
says STUC 


THE BACKDROP to the 
Scottish Trades Union 
Congress (STUC) last week 
was the demise of Labour 
in Scotland and rise of the 
Scottish National Party. 

Yet the union leaderships’ 
only solution was to 
vote the Tories out. 

Very few union 
leaders mentioned the 
fightback from below. 

A motion calling on the 
STUC general council and 
affiliate unions to affiliate to 
Stand Up to Ukip was passed. 

The STUC is to organise 
a Scotland-wide conference 
against cuts to services, 
conditions and jobs. 


BAROUND 1,500 joined a 
demonstration in London 
against funding cuts to adult 
education on last Saturday. 

It was called by London 
region of the UCU union, and 
backed by the national union. 

The Tories’ plan to slash 
funding by a quarter would 
lock 400,000 people out of 
education, and effectively 
end adult education. 


University 
walkout over 
job cuts 


WORKERS AT Dundee 
university walked out 

on Tuesday of this week 
against management plans 
to impose compulsory 
redundancies. 

University bosses want to 
make up to 15 workers in the 
school of medicine and 17 in 
the college of arts and social 
sciences redundant. 

The UCU union members 
plan a further strike on 
Tuesday of next week. 

They backed strikes by 
72 percent. 

@Send messages of support to 
ducu@dundee.ac.uk 


Get your reports and pictures to us by 12 noon on Monday 
Post PO Box 42184, London SW8 2WD Phone 020 7819 1180 Email reports@socialistworker.co.uk 
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COUNCIL WORKERS 


TUSC looks beyond 7 May 


All-out strike unites 
workers in Glasgow 


od RAYMIE KIERNAN 


HOMELESSNESS case- 
workers in Glasgow are into 
their fifth week of an all-out 
strike as council bosses 
desperately claim that it’s 
“business as usual”. 

The Unison union mem- 
bers demand to be regraded 
and paid the same as other 
colleagues with the same 
responsibilities who receive 
up to £5,000 a year more. 

Strikers explained to 
Socialist Worker that their 
job is not just about sorting 
accommodation. 

It can involve referring 
people to food banks, addic- 
tion services, giving benefits 
or money advice. And they 
hope the strike can defend 
this service. 

Workers had their first 
meeting with bosses on 
Friday of last week—some 
25 days after they walked 
out. 

Chris said, “All that was 
offered was a business 
review lasting eight weeks 
and they wouldn’t guarantee 
anything.” 

Jennifer added, “The 
worry I have is that some get 
an upgrade and some don’t. 
That’s not acceptable—we 
are in this together and we’re 
all going back together.” 

The strength of the action 


STRIKING HOMELESSNESS caseworkers 


and distrust of the bosses has 
deepened workers’ resolve. 

Ellen said, “We’re solid and 
getting lots of support from 
social work colleagues and 
service users. Management 
have told us in the past to 
wait and things will change, 
but the only change we ever 
see is more managers.” 


HEALTH WORKERS 


“We're not backing down, 


say Dundee NHS strikers 


HOSPITAL PORTERS at 
Dundee’s Ninewells and 
Victoria hospitals are now 
in the fourth week of an 
indefinite strike and the 
ninth week of industrial 
action. 

They are demanding the 
same pay grade as most 
other porters in the NHS in 
Scotland. 

Striker Ross told Socialist 
Worker, “All we want is what 
we’re entitled to.” 

The disparity stems 
from the implementation 
of Agenda for Change pay 
scales many years ago. 

A group of strikers went 
to the STUC conference 
last week. Ross said the 
response they got was 
“really positive and we got 
a lot of backing”. 


Scottish National Party 
(SNP) leader Nicola 
Strugeon met them there. 

NHS Tayside bosses 
are essentially under the 
control of her government. 

SNP health minister 
Shona Robison is the local 
MSP but has given the 
workers no support. 

Ross said Sturgeon 
told them, “I'll get this 
sorted—I’ll speak to Shona 
Robison.” He thought she 
was genuine but fears 
nothing will happen because 
of the general election. 

“I'd like to see us jump 
on a bus and go to Holyrood 
and protest outside all day,” 
he said. “We’re not backing 
down.” 

@Support Ninewells Porters 
on Facebook 


Chris said the strike is 
having a big impact on the 
workers. “There are sev- 
enty people rallying round a 
cause. 

“It’s phenomenal. You’re 
seeing things in people that 
you never knew were there.” 

Shirley said, “We didn’t 
think we could do this. Some 


Picture: Duncan BRIOWN 


in my team were waver- 
ing. We had no steward. But 
everybody voted to come out. 
Solidarity is crucial but 
other council workers will 
need to enter the fight to 
force the bosses’ hands—and 
soon. Victory to the strikers. 
@For a longer version go to 
socialistworker.co.uk 


Council bosses in Bromley 
and Barnet face walkouts 


WORKERS AT Bromley Council 
in south London began a 

week of strikes on Monday 

of this week. This follows a 
previous 48-hour strike after 
an 87 percent strike vote to 
strike against planned cuts. 

The walkout by library staff in 
the Unite union closed Bromley 
Central Library. They went on to 
picket Orpington Library. 

Workers leafleted for a 
public meeting to spread the 
message about the Tory-run 
council’s cuts and privatisation. 

Other Unite members at the 
council were set to join the 
action on Friday of this week, 
Thursday of next week—the 
day of the general election— 
and Tuesday 19 May. 

Workers at the threatened 
Astley care centre and in 
passenger services were set to 
strike from 13-19 May. 

Mark Dunk 


@Send messages of support to 
kathleen.smith@bromley.gov.uk 


COUNCIL WORKERS in 
Barnet, north London, were 
to strike for two days from 
Thursday of this week. 

They are fighting more mass 
outsourcing by the Tory-run 
council. 

Occupational therapists, 
library staff, children and 
family centre workers, coach 
escorts, drivers, social workers, 
street cleaning and refuse 
workers demand to remain 
directly employed. 

@Details of picket lines at 
barnetunison.org.uk 
Send messages of support to 
contactus@barnetunison.org.uk 
Send strike fund donations to 
Barnet Unison Industrial Action 
Fund, Building 4, North London 
Business Park, Oakleigh Road 
South, London N11 INP 


TRADE UNIONIST and 
Socialist Coalition (TUSC) 
parliamentary candidates 
are making a final push 
before next week’s general 
election. 

Their campaigns are 
drawing in people who want 
to see an end to austerity. 

Ayesha Saleem, TUSC 
candidate for Edinburgh 
East, told Socialist Worker, “I 
spoke at a hustings to 200 
people. The Ukip candidate 
got booed and called a racist. 

“The Tory candidate got 
booed, and Labour and Lib 
Dem candidates got heckled. 

“There was definitely an 
anti-austerity mood.” 

TUSC candidates want 
to continue building a left 
alternative after the election. 

Carlo Morelli, TUSC 
candidate for Dundee 
East told Socialist Worker, 
“We've created a debate. 

A leading activist from 


the Greens recently had 
a long discussion with 

us and agreed we need a 
more united left after the 
election.” 

Maxine Bowler, TUSC 
candidate for Brightside and 
Hillsborough in Sheffield, 
told Socialist Worker, “Some 
people are breaking from 
Labour, but many will vote 
for it because they can’t bear 
to see the Tories in.” 

She added, “We need to 
talk about how to build an 
alternative in this area.” 

In Tottenham, north 
London, TUSC candidate 
Jenny Sutton told Socialist 
Worker, “There’s a real buzz 
around the campaign. 

“We've consolidated a 
network of people who know 
that whoever wins, there’ll 
be cuts to come—and a fight 
to come too.” 

Nick Clark 
@For more see page 7 


IT WORKERS 


IT AND army pensions 
staff at Computer Sciences 
Corporation (CSC) finished 
a five-day walkout on 
Friday of last week. 

Most of the 200 PCS 
union members are based in 
Glasgow, with others based 
in Gosport, Hampshire. 

They struck after CSC 
bosses offered them a 
pay rise of less than 0.5 
percent for the last year. 

PCS branch chair Harold 
Good said, “The week has 


been fantastic. It’s been 
an incredible atmosphere 
with so many different 
members joining us on 
the picket line each day. 

“We’ve had young and 
older members coming 
along—everyone wanted 
to be involved.” 

Striking National Gallery 
workers visited pickets to 
show support (see page 17). 
Annette Mackin 
@Send messages of support to 
h.good176@btinternet.com 


Roaches lead to rent strike 


OVER 150 students living in 
two halls of residence at Soas 
university in central London 
have called a rent strike over 
their living conditions. 

They face water shortages 
and damaged showers, doors 
and electric mains—and 
infestations of cockroaches and 
mice. 

Student Aurora Lyngstad 
said, “I killed 38 cockroaches 
on the first day of university. 
My mum freaked out. 

“There were dead and living 
cockroaches in every room.” 


Perhaps this is what 
landlord Sanctuary Students 
means by promising “more 
than just a room”. Students 
want a full apology and £800 
each in compensation. 


BACTIVISTS IN Cambridge 
held a snap protest 
outside the old Cambridge 
Water Company depot 

last Saturday. 

Weston Homes is set to 
redevelop it. Campaigners 
say it should be turned 
into a new council estate. 


No to EDL in Walthamstow 


THE RACIST English 
Defence League (EDL) 
has said it will come to 
Walthamstow, north east 
London, next Saturday. 

Activists in Unite Against 
Fascism and We Are 
Waltham Forest have called a 
counter-demonstration. 

Ulrike Schmidt is a local 
anti-racist campaigner. She 
told Socialist Worker, “We 
have been leafleting on a big 
scale. 

“People have been saying 
‘Oh no, not again,’ when you 
tell them about the EDL’s 


march. They really do not 
want them here. They are 
really glad we are organising 
against it.” 

@Stop the EDL—Saturday 

9 May, 12 noon. Meet at 

the green space opposite 
Walthamstow Bus Station 

and Walthamstow Central by 
Walthamstow Town Square 


HOVER 150 people attended 
a Yes to Diversity event in 
Dumfries last Saturday. 

It was run by Dumfries 
trades council and sponsored 
by various unions. 
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HOPE DESERVES 


MORE THAN SNP 


Two rallies in Glasgow reveal the radical mood behind the rise of the Scottish National Party 
—and a swing to the left that a socialist alternative could build on, reports Raymie Kiernan 


HOPE FILLED the streets 
of Glasgow last Saturday. 
At two separate events 
a combined total of up to 
10,000 people pursued a 
common purpose—building 
the Scottish National Party 
(SNP) vote. 

SNP leader Nicola 
Sturgeon addressed 2,000 in 
the centre of Glasgow. The 
event was stage managed for 
the press, but an enthusiastic 
crowd of shoppers gathered 
round too. 

They listened intently to 
Sturgeon’s popular “end aus- 
terity” message. She also 
argued for gender equality 
and equal pay, surrounded 
by hundreds of women of all 
ages. Many held “I’m with 
Nicola” signs. 

Around the corner in 
George Square, socialist poli- 
tician Tommy Sheridan was 
addressing a mass Hope Over 
Fear rally. 


Trident 

The message there was to 
lend your vote to the SNP, 
which Sheridan called “the 
anti-austerity, anti-Trident, 
anti-establishment party”. 
Though when you lend some- 
thing, you’re never sure of 
getting it back. 

Around 5,000 people filled 
the square at any one time 
during most of the six hours 
of music and speeches. 

Many of the “Yes” badges 
seen at the Hope Over Fear 
rally after last year’s inde- 
pendence referendum were 
now accompanied by SNP 
badges. 

Supporters told Socialist 
Worker why they’d joined 
the SNP. 

Some, like Pamela Wilson 
from Falkirk, were part of the 
initial angry wave that joined 
the day after the referendum. 
She was looking for change 
after the way the Tories 
treated her disabled son. 

“T have to fight to get 
scraps of money for him while 
they’re giving the bankers 
bonuses—that’s ridiculous,” 


she said. “I always thought 
politics was beyond me. But 
now we know we don’t have 
to put up with it any more 
and we can get our voice 
across.” 

Paul Muir from Fife said 
Sturgeon will deliver and is 
“not just in it for the fame 
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HOPE OVER Fear rally in Glasgow 


and glory”. But he also felt 
“limited” to voting SNP, and 
would probably vote differ- 
ently given other options. 

Scotland’s political shift 
can’t be overstated. 

The SNP is reaping huge 
rewards from posing to the 
left of Labour, a party many 


Picture: Duncan Brown | 


New SNP voter Victoria from Glasgow 


working class people feel has 
betrayed them. 

Victoria from Glasgow said 
Labour has “lost its way and 
its roots as a party for work- 
ing people.” 

She voted Lib Dem in 2010 
“but no more—they sided 
with the Tories”. This time 
she intends to vote SNP. 

One may disagree with the 
politics or record of Sturgeon 
or indeed Sheridan. But they 
are connecting with a pop- 
ular mood to break with 
“Westminster”. 

Fuad Alakbarov is another 
new SNP member and anti- 
racist and refugee rights 
activist. He lives in Glasgow 
North and is voting for the 
Trade Unionist and Socialist 
Coalition. 

“It’s important to have 
socialists standing,” he said. 

“We need 
that alter- 
native.” 
Find out 
more 
online. 
Go to 
tusc. 
org. 
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Don’t waste 
opportunity 


OLD political certainties 
are crumbling across 
Britain. In Scotland they 
barely exist any more. 

Many believe they are 
witnessing the death of 
Labour in Scotland. 

The latest poll of polls 
this week put the SNP on 
50 percent of the vote—a 
landslide. But the left 
could do well too. 

Hope over Fear rally 
organiser John Park told 
Socialist Worker, “After 
7 May there needs to be 
discussions between all 
groups on the left—to 
build our influence, hold 
the SNP to account and 
defend working class 
interests.” 


Movement 

Hope Over Fear is a 
focal point for the 
movement unleashed by 
the referendum. 

Others include the 
Radical Independence 
Campaign and protests 
against Trident, racism 

and fascism, and for 

Palestine and refugee 

rights. The all-out 
strikes in Glasgow and 
Dundee are also key 
struggles (see page 19). 

These are where a 
new left can be forged. 

Talk about left unity 
means little without 
corresponding practice. 

The thousands of 
people who have a 
political fire sparked in 
them expect something 
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